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The Month in view Coming up………..

• Lion pride feature
• Reserve projects
• Game release
• Nyala darting
• Reserve sightings
• “The Night Sky”
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The Calamities”. All 
volunteers were from Canada and members of the fourth team to 
visit Askari from Fleming college in Lindsay, Ontario.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

This is my favourite reptile to be found here in the bush – a
chameleon! This particular species is a ‘Flap-neck chameleon’ and
it was spotted making its way across the Main access road near
Askari. They are fascinating creatures, renowned for their ability to
change colour rapidly. This individual is displaying the ‘normal’
colour but this can change through all shades of green, yellow and
brown to almost black when stressed. They also change colour as a
form of communication and to thermoregulate. Colour change is
achieved by expanding and contracting specialised pigment
containing cells called chromatophores.

• A chameleon’s eyes can move independently of each other; each one can scan almost 180°
• The tongue is long and sticky and can equal their body length when extended
• The tail is strongly prehensile meaning it can be used like an extra limb for gripping
• Their digits are opposed which facilitates grasping onto vegetation
• Their ability to change colour gains them the reputation

of being an evil omen and sadly, often leads to their
persecution

visit Askari from Fleming college in Lindsay, Ontario.
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Pg 2Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

The Askari pride reaches 10 strong!
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April was finally the month for our first good sighting of
the new lion cubs alongside the adult females and males
of the pride. For months we have been trying to spot the
little ones, catch them on camera and getting stuck in
the mud a few times in the process! Well I can tell you
that it was worth the wait as you will see from these
photos…..some amazing moments spent with the pride.

To our most recent knowledge, back in March, we had at
least 3 cubs with the pride but then our first sighting in
April actually confirmed 4. From their size we estimated
them to be around 4 or 5 months old; born around
November. We were able to identify the mothers as
‘Thula’ & ‘Intombi’ & on a couple of occasions the male
coalition leading the pride were also present.

Later in the month we were in for another surprise during our night drive. When meeting the pride we
realised there was an extra set of little legs! A fifth cub was present and mother ‘Azana’ had now joined up
with the pride to introduce the newest addition. This little one is much younger, born around February.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
The month began with the arrival of new herbivores
to Pidwa. Blue wildebeest and zebra were brought
in and released at the airstrip with the Askari team
on hand to help. It was also time to move some of
the nyala out of the breeding camps and into the
wild. In total 10 were translocated, each individually
darted and transported down to Buffalo camp where
they were woken up and released.
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Sleep out this month was at the Flakythorn erosion site. Around 4am, four members of the Askari pride
visited our camp! The 2 males and 2 lionesses were seen about 60 metres away from our lanterns,
passing by in the still of the night.

Tree protection continued with more rocks being
packed around the ‘Cluster fig’ on Main access and
‘False marula’ on central cutline. Packing sharp
rocks around the base of these trees prevents de-
barking and uprooting by elephants. As the river
level drops, we are able to access more areas for
clean-up. We find all kinds of rubbish, including
lots of metal and wire, that is washed down every
time the river floods.Alien plants are

always on the
agenda and both
‘Lantana’ and
‘Prickly pear’ plants
were killed this
month. The
antelope breeding
camps were given
their monthly clean
and health checks
were made weekly
on the breeding
sable and nyala
and new births
recorded.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
As you have seen there were plenty of
amazing lion sightings this month. We did
however still catch up with the large male
cheetah coalition ‘Lesedi’ and ‘Babalo’ and
enjoy numerous elephant sightings; there
were wrestling babies and even some
mating. That was quite a sight and surprising
to see just how aggressive the whole affair
was; the male pushed the female from tree
to tree before finally raising up to mount her.
A trip to the hippo pool is always a great day
with this stunning photo of a ‘White breasted
cormorant’.
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This ‘Bateleur’ was seen waiting above one
of the lion kills. It is one of the few birds of
prey to display sexual dimorphism.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

The Night Sky
This feature is to share some of the outstanding photography from Askari volunteers over the years of the
African night sky. Even though I was very young, the stars are one of my main memories of early trips to
Africa, being bright enough to light up the eyes of hippos in a waterhole at night. Those same stars still
mesmerise me today, beaten by no others that I have seen around the world. Living so close to nature, we
are lucky that the night sky can be part of our everyday lives. Away from the lights and pollution of big
cities, (the whole African continent has less light pollution than Europe) it is only ever the clouds that
obscure our view of the moon, billions of stars and distant galaxies. All photos taken at Askari - amazing!
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The moon is an 
average of 

384 400 km 
away from 

earth.

It completes its 
cycle in 29.5 

days. 

STAR TRIVIA
• Sirius is the brightest star in the sky and 8.8 light years away from earth
• The nearest of all the stars in the galaxy is the sun
• A star is an enormous spherical ball of gas - round, not spiky!
• Every star in the night sky is in fact a sun and is bigger & brighter than 

our own sun
• The light from billions and billions of stars in our galaxy forms a 

luminous band that encircles us – we call this band the ‘Milky way’
• Stars are powered by nuclear fusion and produce their own light which 

is why they give the appearance of ‘twinkling’

Our galaxy is called the Milky way and is estimated 
to contain a hundred, thousand, million stars!

Mike Oldridge
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/



