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The month in view
Coming up………..

• New cheetah cubs
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & conservation
• Sable darting
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The Bird hide babes”. This was the 
6th group of students completing their ‘Ecosystem Management’ field placement 
at Fleming college, Ontario, Canada through their time at Askari.  

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

New partnerships – University of Witwatersrand & Fleming college

As well as achieving a huge amount of work on the reserve, an
exciting new partnership was formed this year during the
Fleming college trip. Askari and Fleming college are thrilled to
have secured a new agreement to begin a semester abroad
programme. From 2018, students will have the opportunity to
complete a whole semester of their studies here at Askari. In
conjunction with their 12 weeks at Askari, further syllabus
requirements will be covered through the University of
Witwatersrand. Students will cover the GIS and urban tree
aspects of their course at the WITS Rural facility based near
Kruger’s Orpen gate – not far from Askari. This is a fantastic
prospect; we are extremely excited to be partnering with the
University of Witwatersrand and moving forward with this
extended support from Fleming EM students, all working
towards our wilderness vision“. The future for conservation at
Askari and Pidwa is bright

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Cheetah cubs
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It was an amazing discovery this month to find cheetah female ‘Kusala’ with 3 new cubs. We had expected
that she might be pregnant or with young ones soon. Her young son ‘Khinga’ moved off on his own a few
months ago and a female cheetah can become pregnant almost straight away once their young have
become independent. With a gestation of just 90 days, cheetah often give birth to 5 cubs. Sadly their
survival rate is low so they have many to start with in the hopes that at least a few survive. It is possible that
‘Kusala’ had more to start with but in this first sighting, we estimate the cubs to already be 10 weeks old;
she may have already lost a few. Lions and leopards are the main threat to cheetah cubs but we will keep
everything crossed that she can continue with these 3 and raise them through to adult hood.

Sable darting
The team assisted with Sable darting as Dr Peter Rogers carried out some pedicures and relocation. Young
males were moved out of the breeding herds to form a bachelor herd ready for release to the wild. Females,
whose hooves grow at the wrong angle due to a genetic trait, had their hooves cut and trimmed using
cutters and a grinder!
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Erosion control took place this month in an area of Langa langa. The project of building gabions was
undertaken to redirect water flow away from the road itself and off into trenches created on the side. Wire
cages are built to hold large quantities of rocks to re-secure the soil which has already been damaged by
water erosion. Rocks were collected from the river bed, cages built, packed and covered with geo-textile.

Work began at Lily pan on the
construction of a new bird hide.
The team did an amazing job of
digging holes by hand as well as
mixing all the cement needed to
set the poles in place.

The nyala camps had
their monthly clean out
to remove old food,
dung and clean the
water troughs.

Hundreds more metres of old farming fence was removed along with
fence posts from Pidwa east.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/


Pg 4

Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Benthic invertebrate surveys took place in the little water we could find around the reserve. These
samples can help to determine water quality and it’s change over time with the invertebrate species and
their abundance being used as indicators.

Elephant sightings were of both breeding herds & bulls throughout the month.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP


Pg 5
Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Sightings continued………
Female cheetah ‘Kusala’ found herself slightly misplaced this month, in the garden of reserve
headquarters! It appears she chased an impala into the fence which escaped through to the other side.
Determined to make her kill…. ‘Kusala’ followed it through and ended up with an impala meal in the
garden! Worried that she was separated from her cubs we moved her impala out onto the airstrip. We
then encouraged her to follow it with some walking and shouting. Thankfully she made her way out
through the gate and successfully onto the other side where we then caught up with her having a drink.
On another occasion she made her kill outside the fence, a kudu calf which we watched her devour as the
sun set.
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Other sightings included members of the Askari lion pride and spotted hyaenas at the den in Pidwa south
with cubs aplenty. The team also took part in a traditional drumming circle! Great fun and some new rhythm
learnt.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

