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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Sable darting
• Spotted hyaenas
• Wildlife sightings
• Lion invasion
• Reserve projects & work
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Katie’s little helpers”. 
Volunteers were from England, Portugal and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Movies under the stars
This month was the official opening of the
Askari bush cinema! A quick set-up of our
projector on the side of the house, some
sofas in position and there you have it…..our
very own outdoor movie theatre. And if
you’ve never experienced a drive-thru
before, then the game viewer is in position
for that too…..complete with leftover
popcorn found on the seats for the
following morning’s game drive!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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This month Askari assisted with the movement of adult male
sables between our breeding camps. This helps to introduce new
genetics to our offspring and prevent in-breeding. The camps were
also given their monthly clean and work was completed on ID kits
for all individuals.

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
Cheetah seen this month were brothers ‘Lesedi’ & ‘Babalo’ and also
mother ‘Kusala’ with her cub. After two sightings last month it’s so nice
to see that she seems to be sticking around. ‘Kusala’ had just killed an
impala and the pair were tucking in for their breakfast. We enjoyed a
wonderful sighting with them as mostly the cub fed on the meal.
Elephant sightings are always enjoyed by the team.

Weather records are just one of the
types of data we collect at Askari.
December saw our first big rains of
the season, bringing the bush to life.

Mating millipedes

Lesedi

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings continued…………….
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We started off the month with a fantastic sighting of
the whole Askari lion pride. We found them late
afternoon in a clearing north of the river. At first we
enjoyed seeing the cubs interacting; we thought one
young male had picked up an elephant dung which we
later realised from the photos was a poor leopard
tortoise! The pride then moved up onto the road and
we spent a lovely hour with them as the sun set. Little
did we know at the time but that would be the last
time we saw the complete pride of 10 strong. Later in
December, 3 new lions were seen in the vicinity of
Askari. This is a coalition that normally roam in the far
south, ‘Beans on Toto’ will remember them as the
coalition we saw feeding on a giraffe en-route to the
hyaena den. With ‘Kalahari jnr’ now at 6 years old and
brothers ‘Zamula’ and ‘Ubhuti’ nearing 4, it seems
that they have decided to move north and challenge
for a territory and the right to females. The 3 males
were seen marching up Marula cutline and then in the
Selati river. Just days later a dead male lion was found
at Lily pan close to Askari. He had been killed by other
lions but the body was too damaged to get a positive
ID on who it was. We will wait for 2015 and hopefully
more sightings to keep up with this challenge on the
territory of the Askari pride.

A sighting of the elusive
honey badger is always
special, to manage a
photo or two…….even
more so!

And it’s not just on our drives that we come
across the lions……this month we bumped into
the pride on bush walk too. While doing a spot
of bird watching at the dam, someone noticed
a male lion sitting in the shade of a nearby
tree. One male soon turned into the whole
pride! With the extreme heat, they had no
interest in us and just peered over the tall grass
to keep an eye out as we chose an alternative
route for the remainder of our walk!

The 3 invading males from the south

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Rounding up 2014
This year we have been lucky enough to know the location of two different dens being used by the
spotted hyaena clans. This has led to some early mornings, fantastic sightings and amazing hours spent
with these charismatic creatures. Here are some photos from our final sighting of 2014.
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And so we come to the end of another fantastic year in the African bush at
Askari. We would like to thank each and every one of you for your support and
for being with us as we strive towards our wilderness goals on Pidwa. To our
friends, families and supporters, but most of all our hard-working volunteers
and new found friends. We have achieved so much this year and enjoyed
some fantastic sightings along the way. It is an absolute privilege to have spent
time with you in the bush; working, conserving, learning and appreciating the
incredible life that surrounds us every day. From the intense, tough and scary
moments of a wild fire to the relaxation of another perfect sunset. From game
release and welcoming new animals to the reserve to removing alien plants
and farming fences that don’t belong. From witnessing our cheetah, lion and
brown hyaena cubs growing to the introduction of buffalo to Pidwa for the first
time. We thank you for sharing these moments with us and look forward to
plenty more in 2015. Cheers from the Askari team!

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

