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Coming up………..

• The new boys in town
• Sable births
• Wildlife sightings
• Reptile visitors
• Reserve projects
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Volunteers joining Askari this month
formed “Slasher Rick & the sweaty
solifuges”. Volunteers were from
Canada, England and Germany.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The month in view

Reptile visitors
So far it has been a busy snake season for us at Askari. It is actually
surprisingly difficult to see a snake out in the bush and in fact most
of our opportunities this year have been more local, in the Askari
garden! We are so lucky to live in the heart of the reserve, literally
surrounded by nature every minute of the day. Snakes come with a
bad reputation but in fact they have no interest in biting humans
unless you are directly threatening them.
Many snakes, such as this harmless
spotted bush snake, do not even have
venom. They kill their prey using
constriction. Although the puff adder
carries a cytotoxic (cell destroying)
venom, we are too big for them to eat
and they do not want to waste their
venom on us as it takes a lot of energy to produce.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

The new boys in town
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For a number of months we have being following the
events of an attempted take-over of the Askari pride.
‘Tembe’ and ‘Gwala’ have had their position as dominant
males challenged as a new coalition has moved up from
the south. To date we can confirm the death of at least 1
adult male…’Ubhuti’, he was a member of the
challenging pride. Although no other bodies have been
found, ‘Gwala’ has not been seen throughout the whole
of January and February, only his brother ‘Tembe’ has
been seen once with the pride.

In the meantime, the intruders seem determined to stick
around and we had a beautiful sighting of the pair as the
sun rose one morning. ‘Kalahari jnr’ is around 6 years old
and ‘Zamula’ around 4. It is not unusual for non-related
males to form coalitions, especially on a reserve such as
Pidwa where your chances of survival and leading a pride
alone are very slim. Joining other males greatly increases
your chances of survival and being able to mate and pass
on your genes.

This month it has been very hard to track down
the females and youngsters of the pride. They
are keeping well out the way and there have
also been reports of the sub-adults alone
having now made their split from the females.
We will keep you posted in the coming
months.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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The protection of the stunning Leadwood tree near Brian’s
house was reinstated this month. Even once the rocks have
been placed, maintenance is required to remove grass that
grows through. All rocks were moved, the ground underneath
cleared and everything put back in position. We set our Reptile
and Amphibian traps at Lily pan but due to the failed rains
there were only a few captures.

We are happy to report a recovery in the Sable camps following the
outbreak of intestinal parasites last month. This was reaffirmed with
the birth of new babies in the camps, always a great sight to see.
Work also took place to reinforce the sicklebush barriers between
camps and to steer the animals over the tick pressure pad on their
way to water.

Alien lantana plants were killed in
the breeding camps and work
continued at the erosion site on
Langa langa to repair the soil and
encourage new grass growth. Sleep
out took place in the Selati River.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Elephant sightings were enjoyed by the team, plenty of action
from both the breeding herds and the bulls. With the hot,
summer temperatures there was plenty of splashing around in
the river and playing in the puddles!

Cheetah males ‘Songo’ and
‘Sanana’ were seen this month.
They normally utilise the area in
the south so it was a nice
surprise to see them a little
closer to home. The spotted
hyaena clan that we have been
visiting regularly recently moved
their den. For a few months we
didn’t know where to but we were pleased to catch up with them
again this month.

Spotted hyaenas have a number of dens within their range. They may stay at one for just a few days up to
many months. Build up of parasites and smell (attracting other predators) are a few reasons why they may
move.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Wildlife around the reserve
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Askari checks in as the TOP RATED WILDLIFE VOLUNTEER PROGRAMME on the 
“Abroad Reviews” website which features more than 200 projects from all over the 

world. Read reviews here http://www.abroadreviews.com/askari-wcp

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
http://www.abroadreviews.com/askari-wcp

