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The month in view
Coming up………..

• Reserve projects
• Wildlife sightings
• Conservation work
• Kruger National Park
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Rustaaaaagh”. 
Volunteers were from Belgium, England, France, Germany, The 
Netherlands and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The signs are everywhere

action but, even after multiple visits to the scene, there was still no sighting for the team. This young
impala stashed in a tree showed us that there was a leopard in the area. Leopards often drag their kill up
a tree to take it away from scavengers and other predators. It allows them to store it in relative safety
and come back later to continue feeding. Bateleurs (pictured here) are often the first bird of prey on the
scene at a carcass and act as an indicator to other birds such as eagles and vultures that food is
available.

Without a doubt, the leopard
is the most elusive member of
the Big 5 with sightings
happening just once every
month or so…..if we’re lucky.
But that definitely doesn’t
mean that they’re not here!
This month we found all the
tell tale signs of a leopard in

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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The team completed 3 sessions of erosion control
throughout the month. This involves the picking and
turning of soil, laying seed and brush packing with thorn
bush. Other soil rehabilitation work involved sowing seeds
in an area where the canopy layer has been thinned with
the goal to re-establish the grass layer.

Cleaning of the nyala breeding camps took place as well
as collection and analysis of dung for internal parasite
levels. Sleep out was a beautiful night under the stars
and multiple bush walks took place to have a look at the
smaller creatures of the bush as well as learning about
the plant species around us.

We painted fences just once this month; our
second attempt was interrupted by a fantastic
sighting of a lion pride . Rock packing took place
to protect trees from elephant damage.
An old barbed wire fence was removed by the
team close to Mopane dam. Leftover from
farming days, it doesn’t belong in our wilderness.

We were so excited to record our first ever
sighting of a southern carmine bee-eater this
month. We have a number of resident bee-
eaters throughout the year (White-fronted and
Little) and the European only visits for the
summer months. Normally, we are just out of
range for the southern carmine but it was
stunning to see it close to reserve headquarters
in it’s full, pink plumage this year.

An anti-poaching patrol took place to check for snare
activity for the bush-meat trade. Alien plant prickly
pears were eradicated with MSMA herbicide and on a
night drive we saw spotted hyaena and a spotted eagle
owl.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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This month the team came across a variety of different lions. This included one of the big males down in the
south, members of the Askari pride, lone female ‘Tamu’ and 2 females from one of the southern prides.

Male cheetah brothers ‘Songo’
& ‘Sanana’ gave a great sighting
and we also spent some quality
time with our new female in
the boma who is settling in and
feeding well.

We were lucky enough to meet this
stunning female leopard on an afternoon
drive. In the heat of the day she was
panting under some shade but we got to
stay with her further as she strolled
casually down the road and then off into
the bush.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

African wild dogs
It was great to enjoy some time with the African wild dog pack this month. Always active and always busy,
the dogs make for a fascinating sighting.
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During our monthly trip to the Kruger National Park we had some fantastic sightings. This spotted hyaena
peered in the window as it walked past us early morning. The buffalo gave some entertainment and are
always our best bet to find a yellow-billed oxpecker. We seem to spot this, almost xanthic, Nile crocodile
in the same spot each time along the Olifants River.

Kruger visit

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

