
ASKARI WILDERNESS 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

The Askarian – January 2017

http://www.askariwcp.com

The month in view
Coming up………..

• Sable darting
• Reserve projects
• Wildlife sightings
• Conservation work
• Summer sightings 
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Prognosis Zero”. 
Volunteers were from Australia, Belgium, England, France, The 
Netherlands and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Sleeping under the stars

Each month the team enjoy a sleep out in the
bush. With not a tent in sight we can enjoy an
open view of the stars as we fall asleep…….on a
clear night it is near impossible to not see a
shooting one. With no walls or windows, the
sounds of the bush don’t go un-heard and the
realisation of what goes on at night in the bush
is my favourite part. This month we
experienced multiple spotted hyaena visitors to
our camp and the photo shows the team
starting to stir at sun rises over our bush camp.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Now truly in the depths of summer, the team can work
on erosion control. We have been busy on Langa langa
removing encroaching sickelbush trees and using them
to protect the newly repaired soils below. Seed and
fertiliser are also used to help get the re-seeding process
going.

Another monthly task is the cleaning of the nyala
breeding camps. Where the animals stand to feed
continuously they risk foot rot and health problems
standing in their own dung. That is all cleared away and
the water troughs scrubbed and re-filled.

Fence painting is an ongoing project for the
team using paint to resist both rust and
termite activity. It also always ends up as an
opportunity for some good team chat and
terrible jokes!

The team joined with Dr Peter Rogers to dart
and treat this adult male sable. He was treated
at the end of last year for a hernia but here,
that seemed to have burst and needed further
treatment. Although not looking good at the
time he recovered very well and has made an
excellent long-term recovery.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Lion sightings were mostly of the Askari lions. We
started with the whole pride on the airstrip before
sunset one evening. The family setting in front of the
mountains was a great sight to enjoy. We also saw
‘Thula’ on her own and then the very old male who
used to run one of the southern prides. He was in very
poor condition and probably on his last legs. It’s very
possible he was pushed out by more dominant males,
a completely natural process in the bush.

Other sightings
for the team
included
elephants and
cheetahs.

But it’s not just
about the Big 5
and a stunning
mixed sighting
of zebra and
giraffe like this
is just as
rewarding.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Summer sightings
Whether they’re born in summer or visit for the summer, the bush is filled with lots more life during these
hot and wet months. Blue wildebeest calve throughout December and January with the team seeing their
first youngsters this month. My favourite migrating bird is the ‘European roller’ – one seen here with a
juicy caterpillar breakfast.
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Once a month we make a team trip to the Kruger National Park. This was the first one which included a
sighting of African wild dogs. We found the pack on a gravel road between the lecture and our lunch stop.
With the rain, they were hiding under the bushes but we had the whole sighting to ourselves for at least
half an hour. We also have a better chance to see large crocodile in Kruger and indeed we did well with
that too.

Kruger visit

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

