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The Month in view
Coming up………..

• Buffalo arrival at Pidwa
• Hyaena happenings
• This month’s sightings
• Reserve projects
• ‘Lenny’ on the move
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Beans on Toto”. 
Volunteers were from Australia, Canada, England, Portugal, Scotland, 
Spain and The Netherlands. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Lenny leaves home!
Many Askarians will know Lenny well, the
male sable who lived in camp number 3 and
often joined alongside volunteers using the
corridor for a run or a walk! This month it
was time for Lenny to make his move to the
wild as his camp was transformed to the
new buffalo breeding project. Dr Peter
Rogers was called in for the job and
anaesthetised Lenny ready for the move
south into buffalo camp. He was transported
in the hilux and woken up again on arrival.
He has since been seen doing very well and
feeding alongside two of the other male
sable who live in buffalo camp.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Cape buffalo arrival to Pidwa
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This month we received new neighbours at the Askari house with
the arrival of Cape buffalo to Pidwa. Historically buffalo did roam
this area but in the present day it is hard to re-introduce them
and move them around due to strict regulations. Buffalo can
carry many of the same cattle-borne diseases as domestic cattle;
you may have heard of Bovine Tuberculosis, Foot & Mouth and
Corridor disease? Buffalo can contract these diseases, act as
carriers and even pass them onto domestic cattle. While TB is the
only one fatal to buffalo, all three diseases carry serious
consequences for domestic livestock and risk a collapse in the
agricultural sector.

There are 2 main categories of buffalo, diseased and disease-free.
Diseased buffalo are only allowed in the Kruger National Park and
immediate surrounds. To hold buffalo elsewhere you must have
disease-free buffalo so the girls arrival to Pidwa was
accompanied by a state vet to ensure all the correct protocols
were followed. Our 3 females are already pregnant and in the
coming months we will be adding another 9 along with a
breeding bull for the herd.

A week or so after arrival, we noticed that one of the females was limping. We
monitored it for a few days but unfortunately no improvement was seen. Dr Peter
Rogers, our local wildlife vet was called in to have a look. She was darted from the
vehicle and once asleep, her foot could be examined. Dr Rogers found a narrow but
deep hole in her foot, most likely caused by the thorn of a sicklebush tree. There was
no sign of the thorn still inside so the wound was flushed out and given a good clean
before being bandaged. A number of anti-biotic shots were administered and
thankfully she made a good recovery in the week that followed.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Four sessions of Sensitive tree protection took place,
collecting rocks from the old mica mine and placing
them around the trunks of trees. This month, after
one of our sessions we felt we had deserved a
sundowner drink. On our way back, we found this
elephant approaching the marula we were working
on. Unable to reach the branches or the bark, we
witnessed as he was forced to move on and leave the
tree alone……..success!

In the breeding camps we did our monthly clean.
Rocks were also used to fill erosion gullies and
road clearing took place to allow access for our
monitoring. There was also the chance to join with
a little burning as we got rid of encroaching
sicklebush growing in the camps.

The final 
delivery of 
zebra arrived 
for off-loading 
on the airstrip. 

Two anti-poaching patrols took place to check for snares and evidence of poachers. These are also an
opportunity to search for ‘Prickly pear’ alien plants. July was the last month before winter for spraying
‘Lantana’ alien plants with herbicide. Reserve clean-up took place in the river collecting rubbish and fence
maintenance continued with the painting of posts.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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We caught up with the local lion
pride on a number of occasions. All 5
cubs are growing well and are a great
source of entertainment with their
playful tendencies. On a trip to the
south we also saw members of the
Makutsi pride and the newest
formed male coalition ‘Zamula’,
‘Ubhuti’ and ‘Kalahari jnr’ fighting
over a giraffe kill.

We had visitors to our sleep out spot this month in the Selati river.
A pair of spotted hyaenas came for a drink while we were having
dinner! The younger of the two proceeded to pick up one of our
paraffin lanterns in its mouth and stroll off with it! Luckily it didn’t
get too far before deciding that rotting meat was much tastier
than a metal lantern and dropped it nearby!

The team also enjoyed a great sighting of young spotted hyaena
cubs at a den in the south of the reserve. Spotted hyaenas are
born black in colour and only get their spots around 3 months old;
at this young age they are very curious and great to watch. And
finally on our nocturnal drive this month – a thick-tailed bushbaby
in the past this was the first one to have been seen by the Askari

Visitors on sleep out At the den

was seen; although we have heard them
team.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Hyaena happenings
Many of you have closely followed the progress of ‘Project Impisi’ over the years – our ground breaking
brown hyaena research here at Askari. Although the GPS collars were removed back in 2012, we are so
excited to still be enjoying a special insight into the world of our translocated browns. Due to their
secretive nature this can be tricky at times but we’re a resourceful lot us humans, and with a few different
techniques, we are pleased to share some great updates from the project.

The Askarian - July 2014

In the meantime we
heard about a suspected
brown hyaena den in the
south of the reserve.
Again we set a camera
trap and left it for a

We had been suspecting (and
hoping) for a while that ‘Jaggedy’
had given birth to a second set of
cubs. That was confirmed this month
when we found a dead kudu in a
drainage line on Langa langa. On a
research drive we spotted a
collection of around 50 vultures; we
went in to check it out and followed
our noses to find the body of an old
kudu male. It was the perfect spot
for one of our camera traps which
then produced this photo seen
above – a brown hyaena cub
investigating the carcass. Cubs join
the adults on foraging trips from
around 9 months old. We have also
been seeing an increasing amount of
evidence for brown hyaenas roaming
the area around the Askari house.
We hypothesise that the Langa clan
is now having to travel further afield
for resources as their numbers
increase.

Doing the maths
In November 2011, 5  brown hyaenas were released onto Pidwa following translocation from farmland. 
Less than 3 years on and at least 6 cubs have been born – maybe even more that we don’t know of!

number of weeks. The outcome was simply fantastic, confirmation
of 2 new cubs and the first successful breeding for the southern
brown hyaenas. From the photos, we were unable to get a positive
ID on the adult hyaenas at the den; the location however is in the
heart of the home-range for female ‘Spot’ and male ‘No.5’ so it is
most likely that they are the proud parents. Luckily for the July
team, it wasn’t only about the camera trap when it came to the
brown hyaenas. You can imagine my excitement when we managed
not just one…..but two sightings of brown hyaenas in the flesh!

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

