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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Mating lions
• Buffalo babies
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & conservation
• New birds!
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The Fortunate Five”. Volunteers 
were from England, New Zealand, The Netherlands and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

New buffalo herd members with a new bird!

We have had a good run of
births in the buffalo herd and
this month we went down to
meet our newest arrivals. Not
only did we see the two
young calves but we also had
a FIRST EVER sighting of
yellow-billed oxpecker on
Pidwa. Everyone will have
seen the standard red-billed
version while here, often on
giraffe but found on a variety
of herbivores removing
ectoparasites. This is the first
time we have ever recorded
the rarer yellow version here
on the reserve

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Fence painting work took place on the buffalo camp fence and the nyala
camps received their monthly clean out at the feeding bays and water
troughs. Prickly pear alien plant control took place during a number of
sessions on Pidwa east. We only started work on this section of the reserve in
2016 so there is plenty to be done.

KRUGER DAY TRIP Our monthly Kruger trip was a great one this month. Our elephant management lecture
takes place at the Elephant hall museum in Letaba camp. This means that we always enter and leave the park
via the Phalaborwa gate. The route takes us through plenty of Mopane veld and the usual suspects to be
seen in terms of bigger game are buffaloes and elephants. We saw both of those but with the added bonus
of a leopard this month. We even caught some lions on the way out too and there are always some great
birds to be seen in the Kruger park.

Sleep out took place on the Flakythorn erosion site this
month. 

Tree protection was completed on one of the 
large Marula trees on Main access to prevent 
de-barking or destruction by elephants. 

Road maintenance sessions were carried out on Langa
langa collecting rocks from the river and placing them 
into gullies created by water erosion. This will later be 
covered by gravel.

This was a small group of saddle-
billed storks, estimated to have
only 100 breeding pairs left.

The clearing of old farming fence continued on Pidwa east. In fact we
are still working on the same stretch as a few months ago! It is a long
fence but we are making steady progress; as well as hundreds of
metres of barbed wire there are metal fence posts and droppers to be
removed as well.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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We enjoyed many wonderful sightings this month, starting with a morning of mating lions. We had actually
set off on a herbivore research route but just a few minutes in, came across the lions. 4 hours later and we
were still sitting there! Initially ‘Intombi’ crossed the road down into the river with her 3 cubs. A little
further on and we found ‘Thula’ and ‘Kalahari jnr’ mating. ‘Thula’ lost her single cub back in December so
is now able to come back into oestrous and be mated again. With the sunrise light as well, it was just
perfect, a stunning sighting.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Sightings continued………
We had another lovely lion sighting with just ‘Intombi’ on her own at the dam on Eland loop one morning.
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Cheetah female ‘Kusala’ is always a joy to see but is unfortunately down to just one cub now. We don’t
know what happened to the other remaining youngster but is it not at all uncommon for cheetah cub
numbers to dwindle. Again, the morning sunlight was being good to us.

Elephant, spotted hyaena and hippo were also on our sightings list. This group were so lucky with
leopard this month that one seen on our way home from alien plant work in Pidwa east was our THIRD!

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

