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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Nyala & sable darting
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & conservation
• Kruger park elephant 

lecture
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The Oreo fan club”. Volunteers 
were from England, France, The Netherlands and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Lucky cat afternoon

The cats are often on the top
of people’s “must see” list
but are notoriously the most
difficult to find. Well not this
month when we saw 2 of the
most elusive species in one
afternoon! This leopard
darted across the road and
then sat in the bushes looking
out at us for around 10
minutes. Just an hour further
on and a serval took a stroll
down the road in front of us.
Neither are great photos I’m
afraid but you get the idea of
the luck that was on our side
that day!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Nyala & Sable darting
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It was that time of year again when nyala antelope were removed from our breeding camps for release into
the wild. 11 young animals were selected and each one needed to be darted individually. Dr Peter Rogers
was with us for the day; before being called away for an emergency we managed to move 8 of the animals.
Once under anaesthetic, the team moved in and collected the animal on a stretcher. They were placed
inside the trailer and woken up then released into the open system of the buffalo camp. Dr Rogers was back
2 days later to move the final 3.

We also did a swap down at the sable camps of our breeding males. ‘Jake’ has had a good run with the
ladies, being the main man for the past 6 years with the herd. This month his reign came to an end as he
was removed and placed in the wild. A new male has taken his place which will strengthen the genetic
integrity of the future herd. As with the nyala, each animal is darted then loaded on the stretcher for
moving. Weighing in at around 250kg, we needed all hands on deck to move these 2 giants.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Road maintenance continued on Langa langa, collecting rocks from the river and using them to fill gullies
created by water erosion. Alien plant control continued on Pidwa east eradicating Prickly pears, originally
from South America. Work on the bird hide this month involved the painting, piecing together and
placement of the deck. The team enjoyed a fantastic completion celebration sundowner with the company
of the whole lion pride at Lily pan! Fence painting work continued down on the buffalo camp fence and the
nyala camps received their monthly clean out at the feeding bays and water troughs.

KRUGER DAY TRIP As a new addition to the programme, we now make a monthly trip into the Kruger
National Park. We visit to attend the ‘Elephant management’ lecture which takes place at the Letaba
Elephant hall and allows the team educational access to the park for the day. As a government-run national
park and one of the most famous in the country, management decisions come with extra complications.
However, the over-population of elephants is still an issue that needs to be addressed and so the lecture
discusses the ongoing policies and decisions involved. Obviously we make the most of our day and enjoy as
much as the park has to offer with buffalo and lion sightings this month too.

Sleep out took place on the Flakythorn
erosion site this month with elephants 
being heard through the night. 

Road clearing took place in the camps 
to allow ease of access for monitoring.

Fence clearing continued on Langa
langa with 2 sessions to remove old 
barbed wire. 

An anti-poaching patrol took place to check for snares used for the bush-meat 
trade as well as any signs of poachers and their camps. Encroaching poison apple 
plants were removed from the nyala breeding camps to improve soil space and 
nutrition for new grass to come through. 

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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After a fantastic morning at the spotted hyaena den we were just about to turn onto the Askari drive way
when we came across female cheetah ‘Kusala’. She was in the process of dragging a female impala across
the road that she had just killed and settled just off in the bushes. After a little panting, she set off to find
the cubs. The team waited patiently and were rewarded when the 2 little ones turned up to feed alongside
mum.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Sightings continued………
The lions were quiet this month but what we did manage was an a rare catch-up with the older cubs of
the Askari pride. Now 2 years old siblings Inkwezi (male), and Kholisa & Tamu (both female) use the area
around Central cutline and Ranch dam. Here we found them at Ratel pan.
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Other sightings included the elephant herds, more spotted hyaena and an adorable baby hippo, the
newest member of the pod in the south. We were also excited by a new arrival in the buffalo herd, a little
boy born to female no. 14 which we saw just one day after his birth.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

