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Coming up………..

• Wildlife sightings
• Jackal release
• Reserve projects
• Sable dartings
• From dusk till dawn
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “#Lucky”. Volunteers
were from Belgium, England and The Netherlands.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The month in view

Visiting the hippo pod

Each month we make a trip to the very southern section of
the conservancy to enjoy one of the hippo pods. This
family group have been living in the same dam for many
years and only leave at night. They sometimes walk many

kilometres a night in search of grass.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Jackal release
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This month we were approached by ‘Free Me Wildlife
Rehabilitation centre’ in Johannesburg who were in need of a
release site for some of their animals. There are plenty of
“rehabilitation” centres around South Africa but sadly, very few
of them actually do any rehabilitation. Many animals who find
themselves there are seldom released but just condemned to
life in a cage where the public and tourists pay money to go
and see them. These visits are often accompanied by various
‘stories’ of why these animals cannot be released into the wild.

Happily ‘Free Me’ works tirelessly to get as
many indigenous animals back into the wild
as possible. They receive and treat around
10,000 animals every year and a huge
variety of species; they are especially busy
with birds. At ‘Free Me’ animals are not on
display to the public and not used to make
money in this way. With their proximity to
the cities, many animals find themselves in
conflict with humans and ‘Free me’ offers a
service to try and rescue and relocate these
animals to avoid them being persecuted.

And so at the start of the month, 5 black-backed jackals,
around 6 months old, arrived at Askari. We already have a
boma (small enclosure) in the garden from a previous African
wildcat rehabilitation. Predators have very strong homing
instincts so time in captivity prior to release at a new site is
known to be advantageous. This “soft release” technique
habituates animals at the release site and appears to help
reduce dispersal following translocation. It familiarises animals
with their release area, breaks homing tendencies, allows
animals to build up fat reserves and reduces manipulation
stress suffered on release.

The young pups
spent 2 weeks in
the boma.
We then opened the door and the gate of the garden to
release them to the wild. In fact it turned out we had
familiarised them a little too well and while they ventured
out at night we would find a couple of them still sitting in
the garden every morning! Eventually we re-captured them
and moved them further away and we are happy to report
having seen 3 of them on Marula cutline this week, close by
to their final drop off site! Great to have been a part of this
and see them back in the wild where they belong.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Tree protection started on a new tree on Main access, an area
where the elephants have been causing a lot of damage
recently. The tree selected is a huge, stunning Marula which we
will hopefully keep safe from ring barking and being pushed
over.

The team carried out a number of sessions at the erosion site on
Langa langa. While the pick axing can be back breaking work it is so
satisfying to now see fresh grass shoots coming through from our
work earlier in the season. This is assisted by not only the turning
and protection of the soil but a few little downpours of rain for
which we are very thankful during this drought season.

Alien plant control took place against
Lantana plants, sprayed with
herbicide. Sleep out took place on the
sodic site on Flakythorn this month. It
was a busy night with the highlight
being a male lion strolling right past
camp around midnight – well spotted
by those on night watch duty! We also
enjoyed a stunning sunset and sunrise
and a morning visit from the resident
zebra herd.

The antelope breeding camps
received their monthly clean
removing old feed and dung
build up and cleaning the water
troughs. Anti-poaching patrols,
fence painting and a bush walk
were also on the agenda. The
team also assisted with a sable
darting. One of our males had a
limp that needed checking and
a female was treated by the vet
for over grown hooves. We also
darted & moved a young male
sable down to buffalo camp.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Our lion sightings this month got off to an explosive
start when we found 3 males at the end of our
driveway. It was all too quick to get positive ID’s as two
of them appeared to be chasing one who was running
at the front. With the recent take-over events we can
only assume that ‘Kalahari jnr’ and ‘Zamula’ were
chasing one of the Tembe males, neither of which have
been seen since January. The rest of the month’s
sightings were of ‘Zamula’ and ‘Kalahari jnr’ now
successfully joined up with the Askari pride females.
On this page I often only mention the ‘bigger’ game
but as you can see from the zebras, we get plenty of
fantastic sightings of the general game too!

Always happy to report a leopard
sighting and even more happy to
have managed a photo as well! I
definitely seem to be on a very
lucky streak for leopards so far
this year so long may that
continue! We saw this one cross
the road from a way back but as
we got closer it was still standing
in the bushes off the road. From
the photo you can appreciate
their amazing camouflage and
how easy it is to miss them.

The group did an excellent job on
learning their birds this month, we
also enjoyed elephant sightings
and one drive with 3 different
chelonian species including this
huge Leopard tortoise.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

From Dusk till Dawn
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As the sun sets on another perfect day in Africa there’s so much to think about. As you absorb the stunning
array of sunset colours there is time to reflect on the sights you’ve seen and work you’ve achieved that day.
There’s also the thought that really, the day is only just beginning as all the nocturnal life starts to stir and
set about a night of activity in the bush. I love the thought that as we tuck up in bed at night, the bush
transforms to another world, one we try to get a little glimpse of during our nocturnal drives. This month
we were very lucky with a sighting of a Serval. We also saw the standard lesser bushbabies, jackals and
scrub hares and a we think a very seldom seen owl species, a Grass owl.

There’s also a lot to be said
for making an early start in
the bush. For one you have
the chance to witness
incredible sunrises, much
like the sky on our sleep out
this month. For another you
open yourself up to a whole
new world of opportunity in
spotting those animals who
haven’t gone to bed yet and
who have a crepuscular
activity cycle.

This means active at dawn
and dusk and includes
species such as cheetah
and honey badger. This
month we were lucky
enough top see an African
wildcat just as the sun was
setting. This was the first
sighting for Askari in 2
years! The main threat for
this species is dilution of
it’s wild gene pool, through
inbreeding with domestic
cats. As human dwellings
expand and encroach on
wild areas, the likelihood of
these two species meeting
in increased. Another great
sighting, just after the sun
had risen, was this spotted
hyaena; likely on it’s way
back to the clan’s den after
a night of foraging in the
bush.


