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Coming up………..
• Wildlife sightings
• Reserve projects
• Giant snakes!
• Birding at Askari
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The shooting stars”.
Members were from England, France and The Netherlands.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The month in view

Python find!
This month the team was called to
Klip pan where a huge Southern
African python had been found. This
one was over 4 metres long, a similar
size to the biggest one we have ever
seen here on Pidwa. The species can
grow up to 6 metres in length. They
are constrictors and are the only
snake large enough to consider
humans edible in southern Africa;
luckily attacks are incredibly rare!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Tree protection continued around the reserve but not with the collection of new rocks. Instead it was time
to adjust some that were already in place. As grass grows over the rocks it creates a soft layer on top…nice
and comfortable for an elephant’s feet. We have started to revamp protection at a few trees, moving rocks
away, cutting vegetation and putting the sharp protection back in place.

We did our final session at the erosion site for this
season. Now that the rain has finished we will move
onto other projects and re-visit this again in summer.
In the antelope breeding camps the monthly clean
took place as well as repair to the sicklebush walls
around the tick sprayers. Dung samples were collected
for examination under the microscope to monitor
intestinal parasites. A couple of our animals had rising
levels of worm eggs in their samples so treatment was
placed in the feed. Anti-poaching patrols and fence
painting took place and we enjoyed a great, if not a
little chilly, sleep out.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Lion sightings this month were
mostly of the adults in the
Askari pride. ‘Zamula’ has been
seen with the females on a
number of occasions.

We are also enjoying a few
spotted hyaena sightings closer
to home. Normally we travel
far to the south for this but we
even found a pair at Lily pan
this month.

We had yet another leopard
spot on our way home from a
Pidwa south drive

It was a beautiful sunset during
our trip to the hippo pool this
month.

Each month we join the feeding of our buffalo
breeding herd at the boma. This is the newest addition
at just 3 weeks old. Elephant sightings were enjoyed of
both the herds and bulls, such a privilege to be in the
presence of these gentle giants.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Birdlife at Askari
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Birding is a huge part of anyone’s time at Askari. It’s not just about being told what each bird you are
looking at is but being taught how to work it out for yourself! An introduction to the bird book, bird drives,
bird games and of course culminating in the famous Bird wars in the final week of each month…..it is very
possible to leave Askari having identified over 100 different species. This month we were loving Lily pan;
our local birding hotspot was easily producing 15 different species at just a quick glance!

Top left: A Yellow 
billed stork and 
malachite kingfisher

Top right: A Grey 
heron, pied 
kingfisher and reed 
cormorant

Bottom right: A 
juvenile Gabar 
goshawkBottom left: Yellow-

throated long claws

Centre: African 
spoonbill


