
ASKARI WILDERNESS 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

The Askarian - May 2016

http://www.askariwcp.com

The month in view

Coming up………..

• Buffalo darting
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & conservation
• Sable calf arrival
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “The Honey badgers”. Volunteers 
were from Australia, England and France. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Goshawk feeding behaviour

The Dark chanting goshawk is a locally
common bird of prey here on Pidwa. It
either hunts from a perch, swoops
down from a tree or while walking on
the ground. If you read the books you
will find a varied list of prey species
including mongooses, rodents,
francolins, doves, hornbills,
chameleons, grasshoppers, beetles
and snakes. Well this month we
added something else to the list….a
lesser bushbaby. We spotted this
individual holding one in its talons
before flying off clutching its meal as it
went.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Sable calf arrival
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This month we were called to the Sable breeding camps where Cedrick, who checks the herds every day, 
had noticed one small calf who could not keep up with the herd. When it tried to suckle from mum it 
couldn't manage as it's neck wouldn't bend that way. Having found a dead calf just a few days earlier, the 
decision was made to catch this one and see what was wrong. The capture was very easy....the little animal 
being so weak that it couldn't put up a fight. He was brought back to Askari where it became clear he had 
been attacked by a leopard and had a huge infection.

The calf was made as comfortable as possible overnight then raced through to the surgery of Dr Pete Rogers 
the next morning. Under slight sedation his wounds were flushed and a long-term antibiotic was 
administered. We collected him later that day and he returned home with us. Over the following days we 
struggled, but finally managed, to get him to take milk. His wounds were also flushed daily. A messy and 
traumatic ordeal for staff and sable alike!
By the end of the week he was not looking great and Dr Pete Rogers came back out to see him. The wound 
was opened up so that infection could drain out and more antibiotics administered. By this stage he had 
moved to an outdoor enclosure built in the garden with a little shelter and heating pad inside. He struggled 
on, but never looking in great condition. In week 3 we collected a goat from a local farmer, on loan, to be a 
companion to our sable. We hoped this may speed the recovery. Each week throughout the month Dr 
Rogers returned to drain yet more infection, pull out dead tissue and muscle and update antibiotics. For 
now he keeps fighting, and we will keep trying but we can’t say he’s out of the woods just yet. 
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Road maintenance took place on Langa langa, collecting rocks from the river and using them to fill gullies
created by water erosion. A good few sessions took place on Pidwa east against alien plants. Prickly pears
were the ones to target, injected with a herbicide via syringe. We found some real monsters during our
sessions and there is plenty of work to continue with there. On Langa the team showed great perseverance
to remove old farming fence from trees. As the tree grows, it slowly strangles itself but with it being so tight
already, the job to get it off is not an easy one. It is however, very satisfying work when it all comes together.
Work continued at the bird hide, to further deepen some of the holes, mix cement and place the final poles
in place. Fence painting work continued down on the buffalo camp fence and the nyala camps received their
monthly clean out at the feeding bays and water troughs.

BUFFALO DARTING One of our buffalo cows found herself with an unexpected new hairdo this month…..in
the form of porcupine quills! This was noted during the daily feed and Dr Pete Rogers was called in to help. A
few hours later he arrived and No. 14 was darted while in the boma taking food. The procedure to remove
them was very quick, especially due to her being heavily pregnant and not wanting to prolong the
anaesthetic. Left alone there was a risk of infection and complications so it was great to get her sorted out
and the quills removed so quickly.

Sleep out took place on the northern 
plains to a beautiful chorus of 
vocalising lions and hippos 
throughout the night. 

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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We had some fantastic sightings of female cheetah ‘Kusala’ and her cubs this month. Unfortunately she is
down to 2 cubs, it is not uncommon for them to lose them in this dangerous period where they start to
move around more with mum. For one particular sighting she chased an impala into our garden fence! This
resulted in her and the little ones feasting just outside the gate, a privileged sighting for the team.

Elephant sightings were of both breeding herds & bulls throughout the month. We also enjoyed a great
leopard sighting, just a few metres from the car and it stuck around for at least 15 minutes! In the dark it
was hard to get a detailed look but you get the idea 

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP


Pg 5
Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Sightings continued………

Further cheetah sightings were of brothers ‘Songo’
and ‘Sanana’. The Askari pride spent three days at Lily
Pan providing a constant supply of lion sightings. We
believe they probably had a meal nearby although
we never saw what it was. Early mornings at the spotted hyaena den in Pidwa south always provide great

entertainment.
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/

