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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Wild fire
• Sable darting
• Hyaenas galore
• Stunning elephants
• Sable birth video
• Reserve projects & work
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “Yoh! Tuna tin”. 
Volunteers were from England, Germany, Portugal, South Korea, 
Sweden and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Some of this month’s birding
Those who visit the African bush in
summer have the chance to tick plenty
of extra birds off their check list!
Migratory visitors come from far and
wide; some from other parts of the
continent but others from as far afield
as Asia and Europe. Many grow extra
feathers for their breeding season here
in South Africa, a way for male birds to
attract a mate. Others build elaborate
nests and display at the entrance to
ensure they are the one that is chosen.
Saddle billed storks can be seen all year
round on the reserve but are a rare
occurrence. Only 150 breeding pairs
remain in South Africa.

Pygmy kingfisher pair

Red-headed weaver

Saddle-billed stork

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

The Askari fire crew in action again…..WILD FIRE
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Having completed our prescribed burns last month I thought I
was done with the reporting of fire in our newsletter for 2014.
We were therefore taken by surprise one day when a call came
over the radio of a fire having broken out on the western
boundary of the reserve. This one was NOT PLANNED but one
that had jumped across the main gravel road from a neighbouring
reserve. Strong and swirling winds meant that their controlled
burns were now running wild and it was all hands on deck……..
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSaovnaGjmA

Armed with beaters and sprayers, the
team raced off to the fire. Our first job
was to secure the southern fire line and
ensure the flames didn’t go any further.
An hour or so later, this was achieved so
we moved further north to start fighting
the fire as it moved through the block.
With the strong winds still blowing, the
fight against the flames was tough. After
a short while we decided it was a lost
cause and took the decision to leave it
and make a fire break at the next road.
This was on the northern side. Slowly
and carefully we set fire to the block
using drip torches and kept it under
control. About 4 hours on and we came
to the end. Relieved to have our fire
break in place, we thought our work was
done. We had a quick spray down from
the hose and set off on the journey back
to Askari.

Sadly our glory was short lived, a
call came over the radio that the
fire had jumped again. Racing back
to the scene, the fire fight
continued long into the night and
for a total of 8 hours. More than
100 hectares was lost to the fire
but thanks to the dedication and
hard work of the team, we were
able to bring it under control just
before 10pm that night. It probably
would have been a great sense of
satisfaction….had we not all been
too exhausted to notice! Great
work from the team, we could not
have done it without you.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSaovnaGjmA
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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The clearing of old farming fence continued in the open system this
month when we removed a hilux load of wire and metal posts from
Duiker road. Bolt cutters, pliers and even the high lift jack were used to
remove the materials which were taken back to HQ for disposal.

Our alien plant work this month was mainly targeting
Lantana plants. This is one of the most widespread aliens
on Pidwa and an ongoing job every season. We use a
herbicide to kill the plants applied as a foliar spray. The
poison is absorbed through the leaves and taken through
the system of the plant. With the summer rains being
slow to start, not all of the lantana plants have their
leaves yet but we have started work on those that have
dared to try and emerge! Our first sleep-out of the
month was interrupted abruptly by rain. Luckily our re-
scheduled attempt was a lovely night under the African
skies.

Now that the
summer rains are on
the way it is a good
time to re-start
work at our erosion
site. Continuing the
good work on Langa
langa we use pick
axes to turn the soil
before spreading
seed and laying
brush packing. The
cutting of sicklebush
trees nearby to use
for brush packing
means we are also
making progress
with the removal of
bush
encroachment.

Cleaning of the
feeding bays and
water troughs
took place in the
breeding camps.
We have had
some lovely

sightings of the nyala that have been released
into the wild who are forming breeding herds
and surviving well. A young male sable in
camp 5 was darted and treated for a skin
condition. A beautiful Eastern tiger snake (far
left) was seen in the Askari garden and a
green water snake encountered on one of our
bush walks (neither are a danger to humans).

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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It’s not every month that we
get to report on a Leopard
sighting! During our Pidwa
south research route this
beautiful young female was
keeping cool in the shade at
the dam. We had a lovely
sighting before she casually
strolled off into the bushes.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5J
qJCE0fDUo

After months of roaming in
the south, female cheetah
‘Kusala’ finally returned to
her old hunting grounds
around Askari this month.
This was the first time we’d
seen her in nearly 2 years and
she has a young cub in tow!
Her tracking collar no longer
works and when the cub is a
little older we hope to be
able to remove it now it has
served it’s purpose.

Lions seen this month
included male coalition
‘Tembe’ and ‘Gwala’ and also
the females and youngsters
of the Askari pride. Also,
what we believe was ‘Luma’
and one of his sisters feeding
on a warthog kill near Ranch
dam.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5JqJCE0fDUo
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Special moments
It is sometimes hard to pick out a special moment at the end of each month….especially when there are
so many to choose from! November certainly had it’s fair share and a few of the photos are below. For
one sighting we came across an elephant herd….just before they plunged into the Selati river to cross. As
you well know, I have a real soft spot for hyaenas so they’re always likely to feature in a top sighting of the
month. Finally…..we timed one of our weekly sable camp checks to perfection when we arrived just in
time to see a birth. Be sure to check out the video links that go with each of these special sightings.
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Sable birth. 43 minutes from birth to first steps……all witnessed by the team. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOKQD98MOTM

ELE
VIDEO 
ACTION

https://w
ww.facebo
ok.com/vi
deo.php?v
=7973000
86980422
&set=vb.2
20393761
337727&t
ype=2&th
eater

HYAENA
VIDEO 
ACTION

https://ww
w.youtube.
com/watch
?v=ytkBmq
3Y0_o

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xOKQD98MOTM
https://www.facebook.com/video.php?v=797300086980422&set=vb.220393761337727&type=2&theater
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytkBmq3Y0_o

