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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Nyala & sable darting
• Prescribed burns
• Wildlife sightings
• Reserve projects & work
• Askari Halloween!
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Volunteers joining Askari this month formed “30 second birders”. 
Volunteers were from Belgium, England, Germany, Portugal, South 
Korea, Sweden and the USA. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Jackal pups
What a fantastic sighting this month of these
tiny black-backed jackal pups. The three of
them were sitting outside their den, snoozing
the afternoon away. Just a few weeks old,
they didn’t seem to yet realise that they are
naturally quite wary of us humans. There are
2 species of jackal on the reserve with black-
backed being much more common than the
rarer side-striped jackal. Their activity pattern
is known as ‘crepuscular’ meaning they are
most active at dawn and dusk. Monogamous
pairs live in a den and leave around dusk each
evening to forage, either singly or in pairs.
They are a common sight at carcasses but also
very efficient hunters of their own food such
as rodents and even young antelope lambs.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Nyala & Sable darting & more burning
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Weather conditions are an important factor if considering when
to carry out management burns. We reported on the fire action
last month but this month we returned with our drip torches and
beaters to an area in buffalo camp which could not be completed
in September. Again, conditions were not as favourable as we had
hoped so only a small section was burnt to complete all the
burning for this fire season. Askari were patrolling the western
perimeter for this burn; setting the bush alight and ensuring no
flames jumped
across the dirt
road to other
blocks.

Two sable and two nyala males were darted this month so
we could switch them between our different breeding
camps. This is important to introduce genetic diversity to
the herds. Sable male ‘Jake’ moved over to camp number
4 while his counter part ‘Elwood’ replaced him in camp 2.
With male sables weighing up to 250kg it takes all hands
on deck to carry the animals on their stretcher.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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We found plenty more old farming fence to clear on our
Langa langa section this month. Armed with pliers,
hacksaws and bolt cutters, hundreds of metres of old wire
was cut, collected and removed from our wilderness.
Road maintenance is ongoing but especially important
before the summer rains arrive. Here, rocks were collected
from the river to fill gullies created by last years floods. As
of yet there is no real sign of the big rains arriving.

Now that we have buffaloes as our next door neighbours
at the house we have changed the safe corridor available
for walking and running. There was plenty of skoffling to
do, clearing vegetation for our access, all supervised by
‘Rafiki’ watching on! We set our Reptile & Amphibian
traps to monitor the diversity of species on the reserve.
Due to the late arrival of summer rains however, we were
not rewarded with too many captures this month!

Plenty of alien plant ‘Prickly pears’ were
injected with herbicide. Cleaning of the
feeding bays and water troughs took place
in the breeding camps. Anti-poaching
patrols allow us to search for snares or
signs of bush meat poachers and sleep-out
also provides an opportunity for
monitoring different areas of the reserve.

White fronted bee eaters remove the 
sting from a bee

Reptile & Amphibian traps

Flap-necked chameleon

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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This was a Fantastic sighting of one
of the pride male lions as we caught
up with him around dusk. He was
busy scent marking and vocalising
(right in front of us) to locate the
rest of the pride.

Brothers ‘Lesedi’ and ‘Babalo’
were the cheetah who
supplied the action this month.
A main patch of their territory
is within the newly burnt area
which always provides an
impressive back drop to any
sighting. They are the largest
cheetahs on the reserve.

One of the elephant herds
passed within a few
hundred metres of our
campsite as were setting up
for sleep out this month!
We were spoilt for choice
with the spotted hyaenas
with the knowledge of
where to find two of their
dens. They are so
charismatic and fun to
watch but you do have to
be in it to win it if you want
to catch the early morning
action. A few 4am
departures from the house
were rewarded with some
fantastic sightings.

Honey badgers were also spotted this
month and here’s a photo of just one
of the many beautiful sunsets……
alongside the hippo pod.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Halloween in the bush
The African bush is surely one of the best settings you could find for a spooky Halloween event. The
annual Askari pumpkin (butternut squash) carving competition was fiercely contested and the fancy dress
ideas very creative! Characters this year included bumble bees, pirates, cat woman, Zorro, witches,
leopards, zebras and ghost busters. A scorpion visit to the kitchen was perfectly in theme with the night!
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/

