
ASKARI WILDERNESS 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

The Askarian - September 2015

http://www.askariwcp.com

The month in view

Coming up………..

• Nyala relocation
• Reserve projects
• Wildlife monitoring & 

sightings
• Join the 2016 Askari team
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Volunteers at Askari this month formed “The Brandy bunch” and “Big 
Al’s farmyard incorporated”. Volunteers were from Australia, England, 
Germany, South Africa, The Netherlands and USA.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Cheetah visitors on sleep out

This month we enjoyed a very special visitor
on sleep out when female cheetah ‘Kusala’
and her son turned up. They joined us just
before sunset and sat in the sand just 15
metres away as darkness started to fall. They
were not afraid and even moved between
ourselves and the lanterns. In more than 8
years that Askari has been doing sleep outs
this was the first time ever that cheetah have
been a visitor to the camp. A very special and
privileged moment.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

Reserve work & Projects
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Road maintenance was completed on Dagga boy road in buffalo
camp filling holes in the road caused by last season’s rain. We
then started on a new road north of the river. Weekly checks
took place in the camps as well as the cleaning of feeding bays
and water troughs. Dung samples were taken and studied under
the microscope to monitor intestinal parasite levels.

The removal of old
barbed wire farming
fence was completed
on Langa langa.
Construction was also
started on an Askari
PIZZA OVEN! Designs
were obtained,
materials collected
and work has begun at
the Askari braai area.

Following last month’s movement of sable we were able to remove all the shade netting from the corridors
between breeding camps 4, 5 and 6. This was originally in place to prevent male sable seeing each other and
fighting but now it can be used for other purposes on the reserve.

As we re-organised our nyala breeding
herds, all young males from the camps
were moved down to the buffalo camp.
The Askari team assisted as vet Dr Peter
Rogers was called in to dart each animal
for relocation. They now form part of the
free-roaming population in buffalo camp.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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The Askari pride were
located within their
territory on a number of
occasions throughout
the month. Other
memorable sightings
included cheetah, brown
hyaena, spotted hyaena
and honey badger!

Elephant
sightings were
fantastic this
month including
plenty of
encounters with
the breeding
herds. With little
rain they are still
utilising the
dams and river
pools.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

An afternoon with the spotties

It was a hot afternoon and we were just about to set off for some road maintenance when we received a
call over the radio. Spotted hyaenas had been seen, not just one, or two, but nine!! We jumped in the car
and made a quick exit of the gate heading to Cutline dam. On arrival all 9 hyaenas were still in position in
the dam, cooling off and relaxing.
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Some younger members of
the clan were un-phased by
the competition for food and
chose to remain sleeping
either on the bank or actually
‘in’ the dam itself. Click this
link to see some video
action……that moment in the
bath when you fall asleep and
get water up your nose!
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=z1T8ZTyCRkk

Suddenly from under the
water, one hyaena retrieved
an impala head! That
particular one chewed on it
for a good while but a little
while later it caused conflict
within the clan as other
individuals wanted their
share. The wrestle and
sounds that followed were
great to see.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1T8ZTyCRkk



