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Coming up………..

• WITS rural facility trip
• Reptile survey
• Reserve work
• Conservation & sightings
• Benthic invertebrates 
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Students from Fleming college, Ontario, Canada embark on the second month
of their semester abroad programme which they are carrying out at Askari.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

University of Witwatersrand – Rural facility visit

Through affiliation with The University of
Witwatersrand, the team spent 2 days and nights at
the WITS Rural facility near the Kruger Park this
month. The main focus for the programme was GIS
mapping and it’s application both in natural resource
management and working with local communities and
sustainability. For anyone not familiar, GIS is a
Geographic Information System designed to capture,
store, manipulate, analyse, manage and present

spatial or geographical data. Once you get stuck into
GIS it can be used in more ways than you can imagine.
For example, near Kruger it is helping local
communities to collect wood in a way that is
sustainable for both them and the wild areas they
harvest. It was great for the team to be familiarised
with so many different aspects and uses in the field
for GIS, all knowledge that is transferable for their
careers in managing ecosystems back in Canada.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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Work began for each team on their individual EDP projects. There will be some exciting and varied field
sessions coming up as the teams work towards their main study themes. One team will be looking at
insect abundance and it’s correlation with rainfall on the reserve. In turn, this will create our first insect
inventory for Pidwa. A second team will be investigating the movement of warthog through fences in
relation to water availability while a third team will be carrying out plenty of GIS mapping in preparation
to study the association of encroaching Sicklebush with roads in previously disturbed areas.

Reserve work & Projects

A variety of other projects continued alongside the research topics. These included sessions of road
maintenance and Alien plant control; at the moment we are mainly targeting South American Prickly
pear. Work is well underway in Nyala camp 3 with our plan to separate the one big camp into 2 smaller
ones. This will allow us to rotate the herd and allow the veld to recover from browsing pressure. We
started by clearing and preparing the line and then dug plenty of holes to set new fences posts.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

The first task at hand was the building of reptile traps which necessitates a cut off coke bottle, shade
netting, some staples and a zip. Once we had 50 odd of these we were ready to head out into the field and
set them. This involved the digging of plenty of holes and the set up of a main central barrier to push the
reptiles along into our traps. We set up at 4 different sites keeping an inventory and record of every reptile
caught including species, number and size. We catch a lot more than just reptiles in our traps as can be
seen here; amphibians are a common catch too as well as plenty of insects and the odd mammal!
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Reptile survey

Each year the team makes a collection of benthic invertebrates. Due to the lack of rain and therefore lack
of water in the river this year we ran our collection at Lily pan. Benthics are important as they act as
indicators for water quality, we made a good collection of around 80 benthics per sample.

Benthic invertebrates 

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’
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Lion sightings were of the Askari pride. On the one occasion, they spent the day resting on our driveway
after using our garden fence to chase and catch their impala lunch! Male ‘Tembe’ seems to be integrating
well and was seen during one sighting with the 2 adult females of the pride.

Sightings & Conservation

Spotted hyaena sightings were mainly in
the eastern area of the reserve en-route
to work on Pidwa east. In one great
sighting, a young spotty was feasting on
a zebra skull and very indignant and
unwilling to let it’s larger, older
counterpart share!

Sleep out this month took place
on Flakythorn. We experienced
a little rain throughout the
night but not enough to send us
home! This scorpion visitor was
photographed at our camp. We
had numerous sightings of the
elephant herds this month
whose movements were easy
to predict based on the
availability of water.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

