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Coming up………..

• Nyala darting
• New cheetah cubs
• Reserve work
• Conservation & sightings
• Welcoming new staff
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This month we are excited to welcome “Cheeky gains”. These are all students
from the Fleming college ‘Ecosystem management’ programme completing
their 2 week work placement at Askari.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

5 new cubs for female cheetah ‘Kusala’
There was a very special sighting in store for the group this month as female cheetah ‘Kusala’ was spotted.
That’s not all though, she had FIVE tiny cubs with her  At an estimated 8 weeks old, the little ones were a
little unsure and stayed close to mum as they picked their way across the rocks in the dry river bed. 5 is
the average litter size for cheetah; they have big litters due to the high probability of unfortunately losing a
good few before they reach independence. Here’s keeping everything crossed for these cubs.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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Erosion work took place in the buffalo camp this month as we dug trenches and filled them with
gabions. There was therefore plenty of rock collection to do as well to fill the sausage shaped cages that
were suitable for this site.

Reserve work & Projects

Alien plant control continued with treatment against Prickly pear cactus. The nyala camps received their
monthly clean out and monitoring took place each week in preparation for the upcoming relocations.

Reserve clean up - On Pidwa East we took a few sessions to collect plenty and plenty of old farming
rubbish. It wasn’t long before we had collected enough metal and barbed wire to fill the hilux twice over.
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Follow the Askari blog and be the first to read new entries and updates. You can 
subscribe at http://www.askarivolunteers.com

We had a very successful session with Dr Peter Rogers moving nyala from our breeding camps into the wild
on Pidwa east. Young males and females were darted and loaded onto the trailer and then released next to
water in the northern section of Pidwa east.
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Nyala darting

Sightings & Conservation

We were notified by the EWT (Endangered Wildlife Trust) that the pack of wild dogs using Pidwa last year
were back in the area. Unfortunately the GPS function of the collared dog’s collar had malfunctioned so we
were asked to go out and test whether the VHF signal was still available. Well…..it sure was! Which enabled
us to find the pack in thick bush next to the river. We just had quick glimpses every now and then but
waited it out for over an hour as dusk approached. Hopeful that the dogs would move as it cooled down,
our patience was rewarded! Although quick, and on the move, we had a number of sightings as they
moved down the fenceline, such a rare and special sighting.

http://www.askarivolunteers.com/
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’
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We had a great number of sightings of the Askari pride this month, often the 5 of them
together….’Intombi’, ‘Tamu’ and the 3 young males.

Sightings & Conservation continued…..

We also caught up with male lion ‘Tembe’ who, after a short reign in the north, seems to have retreated
back down south. He looks to have a good few battle scars but also extremely healthy having recently
secured himself a very large meal!

Other sightings included honey badger and also the 2 male cheetah brothers ‘Songo’ and ‘Sanana’.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’
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We are very excited to welcome our new staff member, Robbie, to the team. Robbie actually started his
career at Pidwa as an Askarian himself! He went on to become an Askari intern and years later, having
completed his guiding qualifications and gained experience in the industry, he is here to stay  Robbie
has his BSc Honours degree in Wildlife Biology and will shortly be embarking on a Masters. His biggest
passion is the art of Track & Sign so I hope you’re all ready to get down in the dust and learn some tracks!

Welcome to Robbie - our new staff member

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

