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The month in view

Coming up………..

• New cheetah arrival
• Reserve projects 
• Conservation & sightings
• Summer birds
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We are excited to welcome our second set of ‘Semester abroad’
students this month from Fleming college, Ontario, Canada. All
students are studying ‘Ecosystem management’ and are embarking on
a full 3 month-long semester here at Askari.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

This month we start a very exciting project in
partnership with Hoedspruit Endangered Species
Centre (HESC). We will be attempting (for the
very first time) to release a captive-bred cheetah
into the wild on Pidwa.

New cheetah arrival – Exciting project start

As a member of the EWT cheetah meta-
population project, we actively work towards
conserving, and therefore increasing the
number, of cheetah. Within the meta-
population itself however, there is a sink in
females and captive centres such as HESC can
have a vital role to play. (continued on page 2)…

© Joshua Solti

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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New cheetah arrival – Exciting project start continued…

As one of the longest standing and most successful cheetah breeding centres in the country, HESC can serve
as an invaluable source to the cheetah meta-population project. With successful releases in the past, the
new blood lines that HESC cheetah contribute is very important. ‘Tille’ will have her work cut out for her, as
a single female, and coming from captivity. Successful releases on other reserves are more often of 2 males
as a coalition.

With a tailored management plan, we hope to give her
the best chance possible of a full and successful wild
life. Now in phase 1, she is making herself at home in
our predator boma. We have set camera traps in the
boma so she can be monitored without too much
disturbance. So far she is showing some very good
signs and instinct. In the photos below it can be seen
that she has been covering her food with grass to hide
it from aerial predators. She will move into phase 2 of
her release in a few weeks time, however nothing is
certain in nature. There are many challenges ahead and
we must be prepared for the possibility that she may
not be successful in making the transition.

We’d like to extend a very big thank you to Mrs Roode and the whole HESC team for making this
possible and for the amazing opportunity. We are really looking forward to working together and seeing
Tille through the months ahead.

© Joshua Solti
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Alien plant control is ongoing work. This month we were
tackling ‘Prickly pear’ plants on Pidwa East.

Reserve & Conservation Projects

In anticipation of rain, we got started on a
seeding project on Langa langa to bring back the
ground cover of grass. Following removal of the
tree canopy by machine, the team went in to
spread seed and fertiliser by hand to bring new
growth to the most damaged areas.

Down in the buffalo camp we continued to make
progress on the large, open eroded area. With
carefully selected placement, cages of rocks,
wrapped in metal wire, are made. We call these
‘sausage gabions’. Their role is three-fold
1) to slow down the flow of water
2) to re-direct the flow of water and
3) to catch seeds and promote new vegetation

growth

As we expect more summer rains in the coming
weeks and months, it is a good time to work on
this type of soil recovery project.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Reserve and conservation projects continued…..
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On Pidwa East, more alien plant control took place as we removed ‘Common thorn apple’ plants. These
are indigenous only to tropical America and don’t belong in Africa. It is thought that the plants came by
accident to South Africa when seeds made their way into bags of imported horse feed. It is highly toxic to
humans and causes serious illness or even death. The alkaloids present have hallucinogenic properties
leading to it often being used as a cheap drug alternative. Doses just slightly too high however, can prove
fatal. The levels of poison within the plant can also be deadly to animals. Apart from not belonging here,
it competes with indigenous species. A mechanical removal method is used, pulling it out of the ground.
Any plants with seeds must be taken away and burnt.

At this time of year,
when vegetation is
growing at a rapid
rate, the team are
kept busy with
fence skoffling. This
uses spades to
clear and stop
vegetation growing
up and over the
electrical trip wires
on the fence.

Work began at Klip pan to remove bull rushes.
Although not aliens, the bull rushes encroach and
form a monogamous habitat. Claiming back the
space, and allowing other species to return will
create a more diverse wetland and in turn restore
bird and insect diversity.

Old farming rubbish from Langa
(collected during sessions last year)
was loaded up and brought back to
reserve headquarters for disposal.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Sightings & Conservation

One of our first jobs this month was to travel south and visit a spotted hyaena den. Leaving the house
before first light, we arrived in perfect time, just as a female was returning to the den. This meant that 2
young cubs came out to say hello too and we spent some amazing time watching all their interactions.
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Other sightings included male lions ‘Maholo’ and ‘Mambana’, elephant bulls, hippos and beautiful ‘Garden
orb web spiders’ to name just a few.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

Summer birds
We have been busy introducing the group to the amazing life of birds. In the summer months, there are
just so many to see with all the migratory species visiting the reserve. In addition, there are have been
some very exciting LIFERS this month, the term we use for a species you are seeing for the first time in
your life. #birdingwillchangeyourlife #birdnerdandproud
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Lifers
We weren’t quick enough
for a photo but there was
no doubting that we saw a
very rare ‘Pennant-winged
Nightjar” this month; only
the second sighting ever on
Pidwa. Identification is
unmistakeable with the
incredibly extended
primary feathers of the
male – the ‘pennants’.
These are grown only for
the breeding season and
only by the male.

Lesser moorhen

Common greenshank

African open bill European roller

Martial eagle

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

