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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & sightings
• Reserve projects 
• Nyala relocation
• Blooming wild flowers
• Lion show-down 
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Students from the Fleming college ‘Ecosystem management’ course 
embark on their second month of the semester abroad programme 
at Askari. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

#Birdnerdandproud
When we have a group with us for a nice, long time, it’s the perfect opportunity to get into some serious
birding. Something we are always very big on at Askari….you can never have too much birding! During
the summer months we have the chance to see some rare and special individuals too. Take this ‘Greater
painted-snipe’ for example (left); he managed to turn heads even though we were in the middle of a lion
sighting – a rare visitor to Pidwa. Also this tiny ‘Pygmy kingfisher’ who is a summer-only visitor.

Coming soon to Askari is the opportunity to earn your very own ‘Askari Bird Nerd’ patch! Which colour,
depends on how many birds you add to your life list during your stay!

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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It was that time of year again, as our nyala camps are filling up, to remove individuals for release to the
wild. 9 young males and 1 female were moved from the camps to Pidwa east. 1 young male went to
Pidwa north and a lone female in one of the spare camps was joined with the herd. Each animal is
anaesthetised and collected on a stretcher then transported to the trailer where it is woken up
immediately. Great work from the team and veterinary staff meant that all animals were moved safely.

Nyala relocation & Sable darting

The team also joined with a Sable darting
where an adult female had sustained a
nasty injury in her abdomen. It is
suspected that she was hit by the horn of
another sable. She was treated with
antibiotics and had a drain fitted to the
wound before being stitched up a few
days later. Dr Rogers did a fantastic job
and she has re-joined the herd and been
seen to be doing well since.
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Projects continued throughout the month across many different areas of the reserve. A new gabions site
was completed on Double gate road to prevent erosion and loss of the road.

Reserve work & Projects

Work also began on individual EDP
(Experimental Design Projects) with all
3 groups concentrating their studies
around the Mopane belts. There was
mapping, measuring and bird surveys to
be done.

Alien plant sessions continued against
Lantana, Prickly pear and Common thorn
apple and there were plenty more (hot)
sessions in Klip pan to remove
encroaching bull rush plants.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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We had an amazing month for male lions while the females have stayed very much under the radar. We
had numerous sightings of Askari males ‘Maholo’ and ‘Mambana’ and on one very action-packed
morning, the 2 males from the south were also in the area. The darker maned males (one pictured left)
‘Zaumula’ and ‘Kalahari jnr’ came all the way up to Ranch dam and were seen chasing the Askari boys
(pictured right). There was plenty of tail flicking and vocalising and for a few days afterwards we only saw
one Askari male. The Askari brothers were soon reunited however having successfully seen the southern
males out of their patch.

The team also had a sighting of cheetah males ‘Songo’ and ‘Sanana’ and continued to monitor and visit
female cheetah ‘Tillie’ in the Langa boma who is settling in well.

©Joshuasolti

©Joshuasolti

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’
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Blooming wild flowers
Summer is a beautiful time in the bush as all the wild flowers bloom. Check out the tiny selection below of
a few of our favourites.

Snake dissection

Sadly, at the end of last year, we found a large southern African python which had been electrocuted by
the fence. We kept it in the freezer until we had the opportunity for a dissection. This was carried out by
visiting reptile expert Josh Feltham and was a fascinating hour learning about all the amazing physical
adaptations of snakes. After we were finished, we dropped the snake off in the bush with a camera trap
and a Wahlberg’s eagle, black-backed jackal, lion and brown hyaena all came in for a look.
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http://www.tripadvisor.com/

