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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & sightings
• Cheetah release to the 

wild
• War on aliens
• Reserve work projects
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“The Pidawans” - Students from the Fleming college ‘Ecosystem 
management’ course completed the final month of their semester 
abroad programme at Askari.  

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Pidwa brown hyaena diet – anything goes!
It turns out that our
brown hyaena population
isn’t too fussy about what
meal is on the dinner
menu each night! After
finding a dead baby hippo
in Lily pan, the team
dragged it out of the
water and set a trail
camera…..this was the
result! We believe the
baby was most likely
killed by the adult bull
hippo due to the
presence of lots of injures
that looked to be caused
by tusks.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer
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This month, it was time for our female cheetah ‘Tillie’ to be released into the wild. After 6 weeks of
settling in the boma, we spent the morning with Dr Peter Rogers to move her to the Buffalo camp. This is
phase 2 of her release, into an area without lions or hyaenas as a chance to adapt to life in the wild.

Cheetah release to the wild

Subsequent daily monitoring found that she had made her first kill on her 4th morning, an impala meal for
breakfast. This was absolutely fantastic to see and happened sooner than we thought it would. She did
some initial exploring but then found a favourite corner close to 2 fences where she has been sitting since.
On numerous occasions we have seen her chasing impala or reacting to the sounds of them around her.

Once darted and anaesthetised she was fitted with a radio-tracking telemetry collar. She was then
moved into a crate and woken up. She was therefore awake for the short journey down to Buffalo camp
where she was released at Hide dam. She walked off calmly to explore her new area.
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Tillie in the wild……

©Joshuasolti
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP

Reserve work & Projects
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The war on Alien plants continued across Pidwa with the removal of plenty of ‘Common thorn apple’. As
the season extends, seed buds are present too and these need to all be individually removed and burnt as
well as the main plant being pulled out of the ground.

We had a new plant in our sights
this month too, the ‘Mimosa’.
Originally from South America, it
is popular as an ornamental
thanks to it’s pink pom flower.
Removal is tough work due to the
large thorns that the plant sports
and thick, woody stems to cut
through too. Removal is first
mechanical and then chemical as
the remaining stumps are treated
with herbicide.

‘Lantana’ plants were also on
the alien list, cut down using
saws and their stumps
poisoned.

Work continued at Klip pan
removing encroaching bull
rushes to rehabilitate the
wetland.

Skoffling work took place to
keep our fence lines free of
vegetation and therefore
functioning at their best.

For a video overview of Askari highlights from the last 3 
months…..click here

2019 Semester abroad programme highlights video

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariWCP
https://vimeo.com/327033356
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Read what other Askarians have to say or add your own review to Askari on Trip Advisor. 
http://www.tripadvisor.com and search ‘Askari Wilderness Conservation Programme’

The Askarian - March 2019

Conservation & Sightings

On a visit to a spotted hyaena den we were lucky enough to come across this female with 2 very tiny
cubs. Just a few weeks old, one was busy feeding while the other was wobbling and climbing all over the
place; exploring but never far from mum. As you can see, spotted hyaenas are actually born black and
only start to get their spots at around 3 months old. This particular female had moved away from the den
of the main clan to be on her own for the birth. Just over a week later she was seen back at the main den
with the rest of the clan.

As always, pride males ‘Maholo’ and ‘Mambana’ provided us with some fantastic lion sightings; they were
seen on numerous occasions. After their run-in with a rival coalition last month we were able to confirm
that they both survived and had reunited…..albeit with a few extra scars. March is generally the final
month for many of the migratory bird species too including
the beautiful ‘European roller’ (pictured here) which will
soon start the return journey to Europe, the Middle East
and Asia where it will breed.

http://www.tripadvisor.com/

