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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Buffalo darting
• Death of Tillie the cheetah
• #AskariTV
• New bird record
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Sadly due to the Covid-19 spread across the globe, South Africa closed 
its international borders at the end of March and we were unable to 
receive volunteers in April. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

#AskariTV launch 
http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation

Due to the fact that we couldn’t receive our
group this month we have launched #AskariTV!
With so many of our followers and volunteers
being forced into lockdown, we have decided to
bring the bush to you there at home, just until
you can get back here yourself. Follow the link
above to our YouTube channel and hit
‘subscribe’ to be notified of each new episode.
So far we have featured lions, cheetah, insects,
spiders, chameleons and lots more.

Each episode is jam packed with nature and
information, an awesome addition to your new-
found ‘stay at home’ situation.

All episodes also available on IGTV by following #askariwcp on Instagram

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Death of Tillie the cheetah
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It is with a very heavy heart that I share the news that
‘Tillie’ our re-wilded cheetah has died. Tillie started life
7 years ago at the fantastic ‘Hoedspruit Endangered
Species Centre’ whose core mission is the release and
establishment of captive-bred cheetahs. Last year in
January, Tillie was selected for release and started her
re-wilding process here at Pidwa. She began in a 1
hectare predator boma where she showed early signs of
natural instinctual behaviour. In March she was released
to the wild and stunned us all….making a kill on her 3rd
night.

The team, along with many of you, were part of her daily check-ups and progress monitoring. She held a
special place in the heart of everyone who encountered her and will be sorely missed. We were in the
process of locating a male to introduce in the coming months and take her release to the next step. She
was found dead during a morning check having suffered severe injuries inflicted by buffalo. While this is
an unusual and upsetting twist of events, our only comfort comes from the fact that she died of natural
causes. The herd had multiple small calves and we believe she may have got too close or shown too
much interest in the youngsters resulting in fatal protection by the mothers and herd. We have learnt so
much together over this period and hope to take this forward in the future to continue our partnership
with HESC and give many more cheetah the opportunity to be wild. With great sadness from the team,

RIP Tillie

The following months were a combination of support
feeding from the Pidwa team and Tillie finding her way,
as she explored and established her new territory and
perfected her hunting skills. By June, our supplementary
feeding role was redundant and she was a fully-fledged
and self-sustaining wild cat. She killed a variety of
different species and even some quite large animals. She
had her kills stolen off her by other predators, leopard
and crocodile being just the ones we know about!

Joshua Solti



Pg 3
Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Buffalo darting

Life continues on the reserve, even during the strict government enforced lockdown. Veterinary help is
classified as an essential service however which was fortunate for 2 off our buffalo cows who needed
assistance this month from Dr Peter Rogers. One had a retained placenta after aborting a calf and the
other was seen to be lethargic and not feeding and drinking. Each cow was darted with a tranquiliser and
given the relevant treatment. We are happy to report that both have made a full recovery and are doing
very well.
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Alien plant control continued against ‘Prickly pear’
but it’s not nearly as much fun injecting them on
my own 

April’s super moon rising
over the Lowveld
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

Sightings were of the Askari pride males ‘Maholo’ and ‘Mambana, female cheetah ‘Kusala’ and her 2 cubs,
elephant bulls and plenty of general game.

The sable who were recently moved from the breeding camps to Langa Langa have been seen regularly
and are doing very well.

This ‘Western stripe-bellied sand snake’ was a visitor to
the Askari garden. It caught my attention as it flung
around trying to catch a lizard. It is a common, diurnal
snake whose venom has no real effect on humans. They
feed on rodents, frogs, lizards, small birds and other
snakes.

This Arnot’s chat was spotted on Pidwa, a first ever
record of the species on the reserve.

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation

