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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Nyala & Sable relocation
• Buffalo Testing
• #AskariTV
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Sadly no volunteers with us for June as Covid-19 continues to progress 
in South Africa and our borders remain closed.

AskariTV
So that we can still bring you all the action from the bush, we have set 
up #AskariTV. The links to live videos of our sightings can be found 
throughout the newsletter so if the photos alone aren’t enough, be 
sure to follow the links for the live action and information!

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Up your bird nerd skills

This month on AskariTV, we have
introduced a number of ‘Bird nerd’
episodes for those of you who are keen
to learn some birds during lockdown.
Follow this link to our YouTube channel
and check out episodes 13, 14, 16 and
19.
http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Nyala capture
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The Askari team have been assisting breeding manager Andrew throughout the month with the ‘passive’
capture of nyala. This is a different technique to what we have used before and after a long set-up
process, we’ve had great success. Instead of darting and anaesthetising every individual, we used shade
cloth, wires and clips to fence off certain areas and make corridors to direct the animals where we
wanted them to go. Combined with food and A LOT of patience and late nights we have been able to
move more than 30 nyala out of the breeding camps and into Pidwa East. 

Sable relocation

It was a long and exhausting day, we
missed our volunteers and your
muscles so much! But we successfully
darted and relocated 18 Sable from the
breeding camps into Langa langa this
month working alongside Doctor Peter
Rogers. Once under anaesthetic, sable
were placed into the trailer and driven
across the river for release in their new
home. They are settling in well and
have been seen to join with the herd
relocated earlier in the year.

The nyala are tempted into different sections of the boma by food and each time they move further in, a
curtain is closed behind them to prevent their return. Slowly we edge them closer and closer to a ramp
which then leads them up into the trailer ready to be driven to Pidwa East.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

We had a beautiful sighting of the Askari pride this month. The 7 youngsters were seen first and actually
mothers ‘Intombi’ and ‘Tamu’ were far up the road leaving the kids to it! The young ones were interested
in a bushbusk on the other side of the fence and also just general playing around and climbing in trees!

Check the video here https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=295234674993793

Also this month we were lucky enough to spot a leopard at Hide dam one morning. The cool winter
temperatures really help with these special sightings! We also had a great sighting with male lion ‘Maholo’
when he walked straight past the vehicle then got caught up in a stick! Watch the amusing video here
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1600829900073413

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=295234674993793
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1600829900073413
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

We were lucky enough to spot another ‘Flap-
necked chameleon’ this month. Chameleon
literally means “dwarf lion” – this species is the
only one we find here in the Lowveld.

It is quite surprising to see them this late in the
season as they are normally associated with the
warmer, wetter months. They don’t actually
hibernate but rather ‘aestivate’ and this is a
response to the lack of moisture in drier months.
While aestivating they are mostly inactive and
draw on their internal nutrient stores.

There are so many unique characteristics of these
amazing reptiles. A well-known one is their ability
to change colour which they do by controlling the
flow of pigment in and out of special pigment cells
known as chromatophores.

The Askarian – June 2020

Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

Buffalo TB testing

These 2 young bulls
along with the large
breeding bull were
separated from the
main herd last month.
They are moving to a
different reserve but,
due to legal
requirements, must
first undergo a
quarantine period and
testing for Bovine
tuberculosis. We
worked with the vet on
2 occasions this month
to facilitate the tests.
Once found to be clear
and disease free, the 3
buffalo were loaded
and travelled safely to
their new reserve.


