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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• New cheetah arrivals
• Trip Advisor award 
• Sable darting
• Buffalo collaring
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Unfortunately Askari remains temporarily closed as the South African 
borders are still sealed off due to Covid-19.

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

It’s that time of year again, the Trip Advisor 
awards. We are so proud to have earnt a 
‘2020 Travellers’ choice award’ (previously 
‘Certificate of Excellence’).
The award is for those who “consistently earn
great reviews from travellers and are ranked
within the top 10% of properties on
TripAdvisor”.

A huge thank you to all our amazing
volunteers who chose us and chose
wilderness.

Trip Advisor “Travellers’ choice award”

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Sable darting
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This young Sable calf was spotted in the Buffalo camp with a very swollen leg and hoof. Dr Peter Rogers
was called in to help and you should look away now if you’re squeamish! She was anaesthetised and
examined and found to have a huge, swollen abscess filled with pus and infection.
The abscess was cut open and everything squeezed out and allowed to drain. Iodine was then pumped
into the hole for cleaning purposes as well as antibiotics. She was given further antibiotics and pain
killers and the wound was dressed with layers of bandage. It was not possible to stitch it up as there
may still be further pus that needs to come out. Dr Roger will be back in a week to check on her
progress and see how the treatment went.

Buffalo collaring
With Dr Rogers, the team darted and fitted a tracking collar to our head female of the wild buffalo herd.
This will allow us to find the herd for monitoring purposes once they become less reliant on the daily feed
in the summer months. Regular checks and health monitoring are important.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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New arrival of male cheetahs
Welcome Rocco & Luca! After months of preparation, these 2 stunning young brothers made the long
journey from ‘Running Wild Cheetah Conservation’ to Pidwa this month. They travelled well in their crates
and were released into their 6 hectare temporary holding boma. Rocco and Luca are the start of an
exciting project and partnership to release captive-bred cheetah into the wild. The cheetah bring new
genetics to the meta-population and act as an important source for cheetah at a time when wild animals
and their habitats are increasingly threatened. We extend thanks to Elizke and Des and the team from
Running wild for the donation of these 2 stunning boys.

Darting and collar fitting
The morning after arrival, Dr Rogers joined us to carry out an anaesthesia for Rocco and fit him with a
radio tracking collar. This is to enable the Askari and management team to monitor the boys closely after
release. Luca kept a close eye on his brother throughout and they were then left to settle into their new
environment.

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Also this month we welcomed beautiful sisters ‘Rumi’ and ‘Rae’. They had a long journey from ‘Cheetah
Experience’ close to Bloemfontein in the Free State but what an amazing conclusion is was. They took the
first steps in their journey to the wild as they celebrated their 2nd birthday! Huge thanks to Riana and the
team at ‘Cheetah Experience’ for this amazing opportunity to work with the girls for their release. We
can’t wait to watch them on their journey.
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New arrival of female cheetahs
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Other sightings this month included the elephant herd, yet another amazing brown hyaena and the Askari
pride females and youngsters.
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings


