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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Bird monitoring 
• Kusala & cubs make a kill
• Record winter temperature
• #AskariTV
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Unfortunately Askari remains temporarily closed as the South African 
borders are still sealed off due to Covid-19.

AskariTV
Our “live” episodes from the bush continue, to help keep everyone up 
to date and bring some entertainment to your own lockdown situation. 
Look out this month for episodes on birds, brown hyaena and lions.  

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Record winter temperatures

This month has been the coldest ever
on record since Askari began 11 years
ago! For the first time we saw the
mercury dip below zero. We were
shocked enough the first time but it
then happened another 3 times over
the course of a 10 day period. Minus 2
degrees Celsius was our record low.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Bird monitoring 
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There was some great news for some of our more unusual birds this month with successful nesting and
breeding. A pair of African hawk eagles have taken up residence in a nest near the Langa koppie and are
incubating an egg. Meanwhile, the nyala shed is home to 4 young Western barn owls who are being
raised between the straw bales.

Caught on camera

A camera trap set up for some
monitoring on Pidwa East gave us an
insight into some fantastic nocturnal
creatures. Visitors to the water included
leopard, spotted hyaena, side-striped
jackal, civet and porcupine. I also loved
the photo of the group of banded
mongooses!
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

We were so happy to come across ‘Kusala’ and her 2 cubs this month, patrolling along the fence at Askari.
As we followed them, they made their way down towards the river and stopped to check out a nearby
nyala. Before we knew it the chase was on! One of the cubs shot across the road behind us, chasing an
unidentified antelope, and down into the Selati River. We quickly followed on foot and could hear the
strangulation sounds as we made our way down the bank. Once in the river we spotted ‘Kusala’, just busy
finishing off the killing of a female bushbusk. The cubs sat nearby and were then left to drag the carcass
across the rocks to a nearby bush so they could keep the kill hidden from overhead predators. It was
amazing to watch the cubs and Kusala just leave them to it but lead the way, all part of the lessons they
need to learn to become independent in the coming months.

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Other sightings this month included the elephant herds and a beautiful brown hyaena in the middle of the
afternoon! Also the male lions of the Askari pride and a pair of Saddle-billed storks.
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings


