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The month in view

Coming up………..

• Conservation & Sightings
• Sable darting
• New vulture chicks
• Cheetah release
• Record temperatures
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Unfortunately Askari remains temporarily closed as the South African 
borders are still sealed off due to Covid-19. Hope is in sight however for 
a re-opening on 1st October. 

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

This month our White-backed vultures have
started to hatch their chicks! N14 was the
first nest of the season where we spotted a
chick. We are currently monitoring 17 active
vulture nests and, after an approximate 56
day incubation, we are thrilled to see our first
new addition. The babies can be very hard to
spot in these early weeks as they stay low
down in the nest, but we’ll definitely be
looking a little closer at each of our sites for
the weeks ahead.

First vulture chicks of the season

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Sable darting
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You’ll remember our little baby sable patient from last month with the abscess. Dr Rogers was back this
month to see how the wound was progressing and the team joined to help. It looked really good, it had
drained nicely and the baby is walking much better. The wound was cleaned further with iodine and
some more antibiotics were administered. She was then fitted with a stylish new bandage which will
come off by itself in the weeks ahead.

Alien plant control

Winter is the best time of year to target the alien ‘Prickly
pear’ plants that we find on Pidwa. The cactus is originally
from South America and doesn’t even belong on the
continent of Africa. In some areas however, they are
farmed, and their fruits used as food. Their green colour
stands out well against the brown winter bush making
them easier to find.

As with all alien plants, their impact on the local ecosystem
leads to an ecological imbalance. Aliens often use more
water than indigenous species and can even displace them
altogether. They reduce biodiversity and lead to increased
risk of catastrophic events such as fire.

To control the prickly pears we use a chemical called
MSMA. The herbicide is injected systemically, directly into
the plant and carried around by the plants own transport
system. Depending on the size of the plant, results can be
seen within a week or 2. We specifically targeted the Langa
Langa section of the reserve throughout September.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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‘Into the Wild day’ for male cheetahs
Following their time in the boma, it was time for male cheetahs ‘Rocco’ and ‘Luca’ from ‘Running Wild
Cheetah Conservation’ to move to the wild. Their first stop is buffalo camp where they could encounter
leopard and hyaenas but don’t have to worry about lions while they hone their hunting skills. They were
tempted back into their crates with the promise of food & then made the short journey to Buffalo camp.

Upon release they tentatively started to explore. We followed for a short while and left them around 1pm.

Returning at 4pm, we found that they had made their way to the dam and had a drink. Within just a few
minutes of us being there, a duiker showed up and Rocco immediately started to chase. After a few
hundred metres, the duiker dodged him and he returned to the dam empty handed!

Just a few minutes later however, a female nyala came down for a drink. This time Rocco played the
waiting game and sat crouched and poised, waiting for her to finish. As soon as she turned her back he
shot off again and within 10 seconds had caught her up in the Sicklebush thicket. He had a good
strangulation hold on the neck and took another few minutes to finish off the job. We left the boys
feeding on their catch, just 6 hours after release.

The next morning, the carcass and the cheetah had both gone! We found it in a nearby drainage line
where it looked like a leopard had dragged it. We set off to find the boys and having left that kill they had
simply got themselves a new one, a large nyala male for breakfast. An impressive sized kill and a positive
sign that the boys are off to a good start. There are still plenty more challenges to come but so far, they
have made a very positive beginning to life in the wild.

http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Lion sightings included the females and cubs one morning as well as pride male ‘Mambana’ on a territorial
patrol. In a further sighting, of which I have no photos, the whole pride of 11 were together and patrolling
the eastern fence line. An unfortunate impala found herself between the lionesses and the fence and it
took no time at all for them to take advantage of the situation and make a kill. It all happened so quickly
and right in front of the vehicle. A very lucky sighting for the team but of course the morning I had
forgotten to put the memory card back in the camera!
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings

The second female cheetah on the reserve (other than
Kusala) was also seen this month. She even met the
new cheetah males across the fence of their boma, an
incredible interaction to watch! We enjoyed a nice few
sightings of one of the elephant breeding herds. There
were a further 2 sightings of brown hyaena as well
throughout September.

We recorded our highest temperature of the
year, having recorded our lowest just a few
months ago! We actually got as high as 42.5
degrees Celsius before the day was out, a
scorcher of a day! That leaves 2020 with both our
lowest and highest temperatures ever recorded
since weather records began at Askari 11 years
ago.


