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The month in view
Coming up………..

• Special sightings!
• Conservation 
• New buffalo calf
• Nyala darting
• Signs of summer
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Unfortunately Askari remains closed due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
but things are looking up with borders re-opening and foreign 
nationals starting to be allowed to return. Watch this space!

Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates 
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

Cheetah male progress
Recently released cheetah males ‘Rocco’ and ‘Luca’
continued to make good progress and this month,
diversified their menu to include impala and tsessebe.

We haven’t had to supplement their food at all,
they have been sustaining themselves
completely with their own kills while exploring
their new territory.

http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Remember to ‘follow’ us on Twitter to receive daily sightings and project tweets. Follow 
#Askarivolunteer

Reserve projects
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This month the team worked with vet Dr Peter Rogers
and breeding manager Andrew to move some male
nyala out of the breeding camps. Once they mature,
young males are relocated to the wild so as not to
come into competition with the adult breeding bull. 4
young males were successfully removed from the
camps and released. Upon darting a 5th he was found
to have a sore leg and limp and was therefore put in
his own separate camp and released a week later to
give him the best chance possible.

There’s a new buffalo calf in the herd! And actually
this is the herd that is now roaming free, our 4th

birth since release!

Pangolin alert!!!
During a herbivore route drive we were incredibly
excited to come across this amazing pangolin! The
pangolin is usually a nocturnal species, coming out
to feed on up to 20,000 ants per night! We felt even
luckier to find it out in the early morning and
crossing the road in front of us. It soon successfully
seeked out a big clump of grass to take shelter under
for the day.

Pangolins are the most illegally trafficked mammal
on earth. It is estimated that 1 million have been
poached from the wild and traded in the last 10 years. Just 5 months ago, the Chinese government
promised to stop the trade in these creatures, following reports that they may have been a carrier of the
Covid-19 virus. Recent reports from the ‘Environmental Investigation Agency’ show that this is far from
the truth and the trade in their scales, skin and meat is still alive and well, with government knowledge.
Education must continue to protect the 8 remaining pangolin species (all endangered) across the world
from disappearing from our planet for good. Read the full report here: https://eia-
international.org/report/chinas-complicity-in-the-global-illegal-pangolin-trade-smoke-and-mirrors/

https://eia-international.org/report/chinas-complicity-in-the-global-illegal-pangolin-trade-smoke-and-mirrors/
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Wildlife monitoring, Conservation & Sightings
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Plenty of awesome cheetah sightings this
month….firstly we continued to monitor newly released
males ‘Rocco’ and ‘Luca’ who are progressing well in
buffalo camp. In the open system we had a fantastic
sighting with ‘Kusala’ and her 2 sub-adults and also one
with lone male ‘Songo’.

It has been a long time without any spotted hyaena
sightings so we were so excited to see this individual in
buffalo camp of all places! Actually the first EVER
spotted hyaena we have seen inside the buffalo camp.

We had a number of sightings of the elephant
herds as well and with the summer rains came
our first Leopard tortoise of the season!
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari You Tube channel. To join us in the 
sightings, simply follow http://www.youtube.com/AskariConservation

Signs of summer
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October saw our first big rains of the season and a healthy 80mm over the next few weeks. It transformed
the bush to a lush green and filled the dams. A plethora or birds, insects, reptiles and amphibians have
subsequently returned and there are signs of summer everywhere.

From top left clockwise: Flooded dams, dung beetles at work, millipedes galore, a Wild hibiscus flower,
Baboons tail in flower, a Marsh terrapin, Yellow-billed stork.

http://www.youtube.com/user/AskariConservation

