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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

February saw us manically busy with renovations at the Askari house ready 
to welcome our first volunteers, in a year, back to the reserve.

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Sable darting
• Cheetah rescue
• Mud, rain & more mud
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & Conservation

Summer specials
Summer always brings an array
of special visitors to the
reserve from insects to reptiles
to migratory bird species. This
summer however has been
particularly varied with our
heavy rains and the effects of
Cyclone Eloise that came
across from the Mozambican
coast. Pictured here, a young
flap-necked chameleon and a
Carmine bee-eater.

http://www.askariwcp.com/
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Following the big rains of cyclone Eloise and some
further local rain in our catchment area, February
saw the Selati River in full flow! While this is
fantastic news for the reserve and animals, it
unfortunately caused a slight logistical nightmare for
our cheetah monitoring! Females ‘Rumi’ and ‘Rae’,
while doing well with some of their own kills, were
still receiving a little support feeding from us. When
the river came down they ended up stuck on the
northern side meaning we couldn’t get to them to
give food and they were left with a very tiny area
between the river and fence for hunting.

Cheetah rescue

After 5 days, the girls took the situation into their
own hands (paws!) and crossed, where the fence
was destroyed by water, onto our Pidwa east
section. This area became a nightmare for getting
around in the wet; on our first day we spent more
than 6 hours stuck in the mud and after fruitless
efforts trying to dig ourselves out we had to call for
no less than 3 recovery vehicles!!!!
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Over the next few weeks the Askari team, and Assistant manager Andrew made
multiple trips to Pidwa east to try and find the girls. Some days we got stuck in
more mud, on others we walked long distances through areas where we
couldn’t drive. Sadly, the 2 girls were not together making monitoring even
more challenging. While we found Rae with some of her own food, her sister
Rumi was not feeding, we needed to get them back to Langa Langa where we
could help out.

Finally, one day, the opportunity presented itself. We had a rare find of the girls
together, they were accessible and the vet was available! We had to act fast
even though temperatures were high and conditions no ideal. Both girls were
darted and loaded into crates and taken through gates, across the river and
back to the boma on Langa Langa. This will give us a little time just to feed them
up a bit again, especially Rumi, and re-acclimatise to their original territory.

Cheetah rescue continued…..
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

Sightings saw a return of the Askari pride to our area after a long leave of absence. 
Also plenty of spotted hyaena too.

The team worked with breeding manager Andrew and vet Dr Pete Rogers to
treat an injury on the foot of a female Sable. We also collected and released
a new Sable male into one of the breeding camps to change the genetic
bloodline.

Reserve work, Conservation & Sightings

The alien plant ‘Common thorn
Apple’ was removed from various 
locations around the reserve.


