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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

“The mystery spider hunt & the one that got away” were still with us for 
the first part of October; then came “I just kat get enough”. Volunteers 
were from Portugal, Mexico, Germany and France

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Cheetah darting
• HALO volunteering
• Special birds
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & Conservation

New bird species for Pidwa

The team couldn’t believe their eyes when they stopped, not far from the
house, to identify a bird of prey this month. It turned out to be a Palm-nut
vulture! This is the first time this bird has even been seen on Pidwa because it
doesn’t occur in this geographical range. It is normally linked to the presence
of Kosi palms because they eat the fruits from the palm. Well we don’t have
those on Pidwa, meaning its main range is much further south and along the
east coast of South Africa. We reported our sighting to Birdlife South Africa so
that the data can be used to add to range distribution maps for southern
African bird species.

http://www.askariwcp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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A number of sessions took place wading around in Klip pan as we removed bull
rush plants. From our work in 2019, we know the devastating effect these
plants can have on their habitat if left to grow out of control. It is an ongoing
project to keep them at bay.

Reserve work & Projects

Heterogeneous habitats are much more
beneficial to nesting birds in our water
sources than the homogenous ones
caused by encroachment of plants such
as bull rush.
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During a routine monitoring session, the team noticed that Luca was looking
quite hungry; also that he hadn’t moved too far in the past 2 days. Upon closer
inspection it could be seen that his back foot was extremely swollen. Vet Dr
Peter Rogers was called in to have a look.

Once under anaesthetic,
Dr Rogers could feel that
all was not well inside the
foot and there were
broken bones. Following
an x-ray at the clinic, our
worst fears were
confirmed and all 4 meta-
tarsals were broken, likely
from having run into a
hole. The foot was treated
for infection and wrapped
in a splint. Luca will be

Luca veterinary darting

moving to the Hoedspruit Endangered
Species Centre for a prolonged recovery.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

With the arrival of 2 new male lions to the area, there was some mating taking 
place in the Askari pride leading to some great sightings. We also had a beautiful 
encounter with a breeding herd of eles in Pidwa  south.

Conservation & Sightings
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It is very early in the season but we recorded our 1st impala lamb in October!!!! 

Sightings continued…..

We also had a couple of incredible snake encounters, one as predator and one as 
prey! This snouted cobra (left) was strewn right across the road as it caught a 
rodent. The unlucky Black-headed centipede eater however was busy being 
swallowed up by a Southern yellow-billed hornbill.
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On ‘World Animal Day’, the Askari team joined with HALO to volunteer at one of 
their outreach programmes. HALO provides routine, emergency and life-saving 
treatment to dogs in local communities and relies on volunteers and donations to 
be able to complete their work.

Hoedspruit AnimaL Outreach

It was a loooong and busy morning which ended in 145 dogs being treated. We 
assisted with tick and de-wormer administering as well as general health checks 
and the admission of a few emergency cases.


