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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Flamingo on Pidwa
• Farwell Luca
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & Conservation
• Nocturnal specials

Flamingo alert on Pidwa
The early bird catches the
worm (or the flamingo!).
When the team were out
one morning, heading
towards the hyaena den,
we came across this
instead…..a juvenile
Greater flamingo! A brand
new species to be seen on
Pidwa and number 330 to
add to our running bird list
for the reserve.

Members of “Moto moto” were still with us for the start of the month until “In
English please” joined for the rest of March. Volunteers came from Belgium,
England, Canada, France, Italy and The Netherlands.

http://www.askariwcp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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You will remember, back in October, that we reported on the tragedy of male
cheetah ‘Luca’ breaking his foot. Since then he has been under the expert and
intense care of Dr Pete Rogers and Hoedspruit Endangered Species Centre. His
foot was placed in a cast in the hopes that the metatarsal bones would repair.
Although 2 did re-join, the other 2 did not heal well and sadly it became clear this
month that Luca would not be able to return to the wild.

Farewell Luca
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We joined with Dr Rogers for final
preparations at HESC to return him to his
‘Running Wild’ family. We are so sad not
to be able to welcome Luca back and have
many beautiful memories of him.
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Some of the amazing sightings this month included leopard, lions of the Askari
pride, spotted hyaena and female cheetah ‘Rae’.

Conservation & Sightings
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

Road repairs, removal of old farming fence and erosion control were just some of 
the projects taking place this month. 

Vegetation management is a large part of a healthy, functioning ecosystem
and this is especially important in terms
of alien vegetation. Alien plants ‘Lantana’,
‘Mimosa’ and ‘Common thorn apple’ were
all attacked this month as well as the

indigenous, but encroaching, bull rushes.

Reserve work
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

During nocturnal monitoring drives we had some fantastic sightings including 
African wildcat, Flap-necked chameleon, Spotted eagle-owl and Brown hyaena. 
(Thanks to Nathan Brison and Menno van Noort for the photos.)

Our monthly trip to the Kruger National Park
never disappoints; this month filled with
elephants, hippos, crocodile, Kori-bustard
and buffalo to name a few.

Nocturnal drives & Kruger Park
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