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Coming uUp .........
A Spring Kruger visit

A World Rhino Day

A A vulture success story
A Reserve projects

' A Sightings & Conservatior

The lTucky “Al ways More” group we
September, wunt i Joined hs&oluntBerssvére fidrma r n e
Portugal, theNetherlands New Zealand;rance, Australia and Germany.

Spring Kruger Visit
Thereis no better way to start the first day ﬁ
of Springthan with adaytrip to the Kruger s—==/
National Park Kruger, as usual, never — -
disappointsand the team had excellent
sightings, which included multiple
elephants,two separatelion sightingsand
a spotted hyenatrying to stealsomefood |,
from a lioness There were also some &
specialbirds sighted,includinga secretary &
bird and greaterpaintedsnipes

N Remember t o ‘Fhcebdoakpagh receivedasylsightingsindproject updates . .
| to your newdfeedhttp://mwww.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme @
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RS, World Rhino Day
World RhinoDay is celebratedon the 22nd of Septembereveryyeatr It is a
specialday that provides organisationsand membersof the public with an
opportunity to celebraterhinosin their own uniqueway.

Did you know that there are five speciesof rhino found worldwide? Of the

five, only two can be seenin SouthernAfrica, namely the black (left) and

white (right picture) rhino. Thesenamesare very misleadingasboth species
are in fact the samecolour! Sowhere did these namesoriginate from? The
white rhino likely got its name from Afrikaansor Dutch, where the word

“ wy whichmeanswide, wasusedto describeits mouth. | tlikekythat early
Englishsettlers misinterpretedthe “ w y fdr'white. Theblackrhino probably
derivesits namefrom the white rhino, in beingthe oppositeof white.

Rhinosare under severethreat, especiallyin SouthAfricawhere they are still
killed illegally in relatively high numbersfor their horns, which are usedin
traditional medicinepracticesand asa statussymbol Theseunique creatures
needall the helpthey cangetandwe will nevergiveup the fight and hope for
them to existfor decadedo come

2 roliow the Askari hashtag on Instagram #askariwcp. Here we share a selection of ou@ . E .

g ' photos as well as stories and reels of all the Askari action.



Y- The Askarian — September 2022

sk.ari
oo A vulture successtory

CONSERVATION
PROGRAMME

During one of our afternoon drives, the team had a really good sighting of
vulture in a tree nearone of the lion kills. Interestingly,it wasnoted that one
of the vultures, a stunninglappetfaced vulture (pictured here) had a yellow
wing tag. We were ableto readthe numberson the tag and reportedit to the
Endangered/ildlife Trust (EWT) The EWTuse these modified cattle tagson
raptors as a way to study their movementsacrossthe country. Thetagsare
Inserted into a flap of skinon the bird's right forewing where there are no
blood vesselr nerves

This lappetfaced vulture had been
taggedandreleasedin January2020
Thebest part of the story wasthat it
was releasedfrom the Moholoholo
Wildlife and Rehabilitation Centre
after alengthyrecoveryprocessrom
being poisoned | t ams amazing
successtory and it wasincredibleto
see it doing so well, back in its
natural environment more than two
yearslater.

Many vulture speciesare undersevere
threat asthey are indiscriminately
poisonedby farmerstargetingpredators
More recently,vulture productshave
becomeverypopularin traditional hgoto credit: LaurenRavenne

medicineasit is believedvulturescanbring goodluck and give you foresight
into the future.

# ..
Follow us on Twitter @Askarivolunteer .@
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In preparation for the rainy season, the team spent a few days fixing
up some roads and varioesosion gullies

BEFORE HARD AT WORK

Conservation & Sightings

Over the last few months our hyaena ~ & = A,
sightingshad beenrelatively few. However, .
in Septemberthis changeddrastically,with

regularsightingsof both brown and spotted

hyaenasWe evensawa brown hyaenaanal
pasting,whichwasafirst for many!We also
suspectthat there is a new spotted hyaena
dennearCutlinedamaswe seethem at, or

in, the dam almost every time we drive

past For more updates on our hyaenas
please follow Project Impisi

(@projectimpis) on Instagram

I’ Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings .@
YouTube simplyfollow https://www.youtube.com/c/AskariConservation


https://www.instagram.com/projectimpisi/
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Specialsightingsfor the “ A | whhoyrstedm continuedwell into September
During one of our herbivore researchroutes we stumbled upon a herd of
elephantsat a water hole. Toour surprisea largemale,that waspresentin the
breedingherd, started mating with one of the females Thisis a very unusual
sightingthat is seldom observed The rest of the herd seemedto get really
exmteddurlngthe act W ? N\

Aswinter drawsto a close,
many animals start to
becomemore active It was
therefore no surprise that
an infamous black mamba
was seencrossingthe road
on one of our bird drives
Thisis justa smallreminder
of things to come as the
temperatureswarm up.

I’ Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings .@
YouTube simplyfollow https://www.youtube.com/c/AskariConservation



