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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The lucky “Always More” group were still with us for the first half of 
September, until the “Bush Burners” joined us. Volunteers were from 
Portugal, the Netherlands, New Zealand, France, Australia and Germany.

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Spring Kruger visit
• World Rhino Day
• A vulture success story
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & Conservation

There is no better way to start the first day
of Spring than with a day trip to the Kruger
National Park. Kruger, as usual, never
disappoints and the team had excellent
sightings, which included multiple
elephants, two separate lion sightings and
a spotted hyena trying to steal some food
from a lioness. There were also some
special birds sighted, including a secretary
bird and greater painted snipes.

Spring Kruger Visit

http://www.askariwcp.com/
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World Rhino Day is celebrated on the 22nd of September every year. It is a
special day that provides organisations and members of the public with an
opportunity to celebrate rhinos in their own unique way.

World Rhino Day

Did you know that there are five species of rhino found worldwide? Of the
five, only two can be seen in Southern Africa, namely the black (left) and
white (right picture) rhino. These names are very misleading, as both species
are in fact the same colour! So where did these names originate from? The
white rhino likely got its name from Afrikaans or Dutch, where the word
“wyd”, which means wide, was used to describe its mouth. It’s likely that early
English settlers misinterpreted the “wyd” for white. The black rhino probably
derives its name from the white rhino, in being the opposite of white.

Rhinos are under severe threat, especially in South Africa where they are still
killed illegally in relatively high numbers for their horns, which are used in
traditional medicine practices and as a status symbol. These unique creatures
need all the help they can get and we will never give up the fight and hope for
them to exist for decades to come.
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Follow the Askari hashtag on Instagram #askariwcp. Here we share a selection of our top 
photos as well as stories and reels of all the Askari action. 
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During one of our afternoon drives, the team had a really good sighting of
vulture in a tree near one of the lion kills. Interestingly, it was noted that one
of the vultures, a stunning lappet-faced vulture (pictured here) had a yellow
wing tag. We were able to read the numbers on the tag and reported it to the
Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT). The EWT use these modified cattle tags on
raptors as a way to study their movements across the country. The tags are
inserted into a flap of skin on the bird's right forewing where there are no
blood vessels or nerves.

A vulture success story
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This lappet-faced vulture had been
tagged and released in January 2020.
The best part of the story was that it
was released from the Moholoholo
Wildlife and Rehabilitation Centre
after a lengthy recovery process from
being poisoned. It’s an amazing
success story and it was incredible to
see it doing so well, back in its
natural environment more than two
years later.

Many vulture species are under severe
threat as they are indiscriminately
poisoned by farmers targeting predators.
More recently, vulture products have
become very popular in traditional
medicine as it is believed vultures can bring good luck and give you foresight
into the future.

Photo credit: Laurent Ravenne

Photo credit: Laurent Ravenne
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/c/AskariConservation
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BEFORE AFTERHARD AT WORK

Over the last few months our hyaena
sightings had been relatively few. However,
in September this changed drastically, with
regular sightings of both brown and spotted
hyaenas. We even saw a brown hyaena anal
pasting, which was a first for many! We also
suspect that there is a new spotted hyaena
den near Cutline dam as we see them at, or
in, the dam almost every time we drive
past. For more updates on our hyaenas
please follow Project Impisi
(@projectimpisi) on Instagram.

Conservation & Sightings

In preparation for the rainy season, the team spent a few days fixing 
up some roads and various erosion gullies. 

Reserve work

https://www.instagram.com/projectimpisi/
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/c/AskariConservation

Special sightings for the “Always More” team continued well into September.
During one of our herbivore research routes we stumbled upon a herd of
elephants at a water hole. To our surprise a large male, that was present in the
breeding herd, started mating with one of the females. This is a very unusual
sighting that is seldom observed. The rest of the herd seemed to get really
excited during the act.

Conservation & Sightings contd...
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As winter draws to a close,
many animals start to
become more active. It was
therefore no surprise that
an infamous black mamba
was seen crossing the road
on one of our bird drives.
This is just a small reminder
of things to come as the
temperatures warm up.


