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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The “Casual Cats” were with us until mid-November when we then welcomed 
our last group of volunteers for the year from Australia, Canada and France 
who formed “Snow white & the seven dwarves”.
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Coming up…
• Summer migrants
• Cheetah darting
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & 

Conservation

Summer migrants
The return of the summer migrants
is always an exciting time on the
reserve. The Askari team record the
date that each migrant species is
spotted. The group were treated to
an extra special sighting in mid-
November. An Osprey was seen
along the Selati river during a bird
identification drive, this was the
first ever record of this species on
PIDWA!

http://www.askariwcp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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You never know what surprises are in store
when working in the bush each day. On a
slower rainy morning during a herbivore
route drive, the team received a radio call
informing them of a possible injury to one of
the cheetah on the reserve. Once found, the
cheetah was identified as “Khinga”, an eight-
year old male who was battling to bear
weight on his back right leg and looked like
he hadn’t eaten in several days. A decision
was made to call in Dr Boshoff, a wildlife
veterinarian, to dart him and assess his
injury.

Cheetah intervention

After a closer inspection, Dr
Boshoff found the injury was on
the same leg as a previous injury
that Khinga was treated for a
month earlier. Unfortunately in
its weakened state, the leg had
also suffered a break and needed
a plaster cast in order to
immobilise the limb for roughly
eight weeks and give it a chance
to heal naturally.
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Khinga will be kept in a boma for the next few months in order to keep a close
eye on his recovery. The Askari team was lucky enough to check on him three
weeks after his intervention and are happy to report that he is recovering
slowly. Stay tuned for his progress next month…
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This past month saw the team tackle a particularly large erosion gully which
was affecting one of the roads on Pidwa East. It felt like a challenging game of
rock tetris for some of the volunteers, but after several long sessions in the
heat, they were rewarded with the finished product. Five gabions were
arranged strategically to slow the flow of water through the gully, allow
vegetation to recover and prevent further erosion to the road. A fantastic effort
by all!

Prickly pear control was
also high on the priority
list this month with a
race against the
weather to find and
treat as many plants as
possible before the
regular rainfall turned
the bush to various
shades of green, which
turns the search for the
plants into a struggle.

Reserve projects
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

Several times a month, the team
decides on an appropriate spot
to leave a camera trap for the
week. The site could be chosen
based on recent animal activity
around a water source, a fresh
carcass, or a regularly used
game path where some
interesting tracks have been
observed.

Reserve projects continued…
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The best site for the camera trap this month was placed close to a water source.
Many animals were seen drinking, wallowing in the mud or resting along the
waters edge. The team was especially happy to capture several videos of the
elusive leopard!
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

It’s that time of year again… lambing
season! Everyone was waiting with bated
breath for the first sighting of an impala
lamb, secretly placing their bets on dates
they would appear. Since mid-November
when the first was spotted, the numbers
seem to have exploded with countless
herds supporting nurseries of lambs
across the reserve.

After several weeks with no sightings of the 
Askari pride’s two cubs, we had thought they 
might not still be around. The team got the 
best surprise when not only did they see the 
three lionesses with the two cubs, but they 
saw another three smaller cubs with them. 
They were so tiny that one was even being 
carried in the mother’s mouth!

Unfortunately we have 
no pictures of the latest 
additions but stay tuned 
and hopefully December 
will give us the perfect 
opportunity to snap a 
few.

Conservation & sightings


