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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

“The Bush Burners” were still with us for the first half of October. The “Casual
Cats” then joined us for the remainder of the month. Volunteers were from
Australia, Netherlands, France, Germany, Canada and the USA.

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Sightings
• Bush burning
• Sable darting
• Reserve projects & 

Conservation

Special spotty sightings
The volunteers aren’t the only
ones looking for water during
the heat of October! This
spotted hyaena and her two
cubs have repeatedly been
seen wallowing in the water at
Cutline dam to cool off. It
seems to be where mum can
get a moment of peace from
the demanding twins waiting
on the water’s edge for their
next meal.

http://www.askariwcp.com/
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Fire is a common tool used by managers of game
reserves to stimulate new growth and maintain
grazing and browsing potential for an area. Many
plant species benefit from regular burns and it is
no surprise that Africa has been labelled as the
‘Fire Continent’. Without regular burning, many
ecosystems can be damaged and the biodiversity
of the area can decline over time. For this reason,
Pidwa prescribes dedicated management burns
every few years.

This year, our burns took place in early October
and the aptly named ‘Bush Burners’ formed an
integral part of the team! Areas on the reserve
were pre-selected to burn under controlled
conditions in order to achieve specific goals.
Materials burned in a planned fire include dead
grass, fallen tree branches, dead trees, and thick
undergrowth foliage. One of the focuses of the
burn this year was to remove the moribund grass
and promote grass growth for the upcoming
season. Temperature, humidity and wind are
important factors that need to be considered to
determine the type of fire and its subsequent
strength, and to ensure that it does not spread
out of control. This can mean waiting patiently to
start the fire at the right time, and in some cases
only starting the burn at night, when conditions
are more suitable.

Bush burning
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The volunteers, armed with fire beaters and backpack water sprayers, assisted
the reserve management team and fire fighters to keep the fire under control
over the three days of burning.

After each area had been burnt, the clean up crew was called in to check that
all perimeters were under control. Often there are logs that can burn for several
days and even weeks; these need to be completely put out as they can reignite
if the wind picks up increasing the risk of starting a new fire.

While temperatures were hot and hours
were long, the experience was amazing and
the team couldn’t wait to see what changes
were in store over the next few weeks…

It is vital that burns are conducted just
before the first big rains of the season to
promote as much green growth as possible.
Fortunately for Pidwa, the first rains were
on cue. Fast forward three weeks and all
burnt areas are flourishing with new grass
growth covering the blackened soil.

Bush burning continued…..
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

During the month, a female sable was seen with a
big lump/abscess on her leg. Dr Pete Rogers was
called in to assess the leg and a decision was made
to dart the animal and inspect the lump/abscess.

The Askari team was also called in for assistance,
especially considering the size of the animal. Once
under anaesthetic, the wound was opened up and
found to be severely infected, with even some fly
maggots found inside! The dead tissue was
removed, antibiotics administered and the wound
cleaned and stitched up. Today she is up and
walking and most importantly, feeding.

Sable Darting
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As part of our training, we teach our volunteers how to track animals using radio
telemetry. Telemetry is a tool used to track the movement and behaviour of
animals. This technique uses the transmission of radio signals to locate a
transmitter attached to the animal of interest. It is often used to obtain location
data on the animal's preferred habitat, home range, and to understand population
dynamics. Such transmitters have proved vital in helping us track our cheetah and
brown hyaena populations on Pidwa.

The team continued
to work on areas that
have been damaged
by rainfall. Erosion
control is an ongoing
project and requires
many additional pairs
of hands, which the
Askari volunteers are
always happy to
provide!

Reserve work and Conservation
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