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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

We started the year off by welcoming ten enthusiastic volunteers from 
Belgium, Canada, Germany, Sweden, France, England and the Netherlands. 
They formed “The Banger Bird Nerds”  
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Coming up…
• Lion cubs spotted
• Benthic surveys
• Reserve projects
• Sightings & 

Conservation

Lion cubs spotted…
After the lion cubs were spotted in
November last year, we had been
waiting for our next sighting of them.
We didn’t have long to wait as the
first Friday of the month was the
lucky day. After following several
fresh tracks along the road, one
lioness from the Askari pride was
seen with three young cubs following
close behind. A great start to our lion
sightings for the month.

http://www.askariwcp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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Fridays seem to be lucky
at Askari! On route back
to the house at the end of
the day, it was decided
that the air strip would be
a great spot to watch the
sun set on another
fantastic week on the
reserve. The group
couldn’t believe their luck
when halfway down the
runway, on top of a
termite mound sat three
lionesses with not three,
not five, but eight lion
cubs!

Lion sightings continued 

The cubs seemed to be in three different
age groups which means that each
lioness has cubs of their own. Two were
the oldest cubs born in May last year,
three from November and the smallest
three from December. With 11
individuals, the Askari pride is flourishing
at the moment and we look forward to
our next sighting of the group.
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Bulrushes (Typha capensis) are found throughout
Southern Africa and although they aren’t invasive, if
left uncontrolled they can outcompete other
vegetation and take over the area completely. Klip
pan has been managed for a few years in order to
control the bulrush growth and ensure other plants
and animals can make use of the pan throughout
the year.

The method of management has been a mixture of
mechanical removal of the plant and chemical
treatment in the form of a herbicide. When
herbicides are used, it is important to understand
the effect on the total ecosystem to ensure we
aren’t negatively impacting the balance that exists.
Conducting benthic surveys at regular intervals
allows us firstly, to obtain a baseline measure for
species diversity, secondly, allows us to determine
the change in species diversity over time through
comparisons against the baseline measure. This
helps us to understand the effect that a specific
herbicide may have on the aquatic environment
and allow management to make informed decisions
in the future.

The results from January’s survey have shown a
high diversity of indicator species. This means the
ecosystem is currently balanced and healthy,
supporting a wide variety of organisms.

Benthic survey of Klip pan
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

Reserve projects continued
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Erosion control is in an ongoing task on
PIDWA. A new site was identified on Langa
Langa where several gabions were required
to slow the flow of water and reduce the
rate of soil erosion. The team has been
hard at work throughout the month to
complete the four large gabions required.
In addition to these, we have terraced the
slopes, strategically placed mulch and grass
seeds, as well as brush packed the area in
order to slow the flow of water, allow more
water to be absorbed into the soil, as well
as trap grass seeds as they flow through
the brush packing or gabions. Over time,
this will allow grasses to re-establish and
reduce the risk of any further erosion to
the area.

Removal of the highly invasive
lantana (Lantana camara) also
continued throughout the
month with specific focus
around the nyala breeding
camps.
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

One of the highlights from January’s sightings
was definitely a juvenile leopard. It was
spotted hiding amongst the grass quite close
to the road by one of the volunteers.
Unfortunately it didn’t hang around for long,
but we managed to snap a record photo.

Conservation & sightings

Other interesting sightings
for the month included a
king monkey moth in
caterpillar stage (right), a
buffalo herd that stayed
close to the Askari house
for a few days (bottom
right), as well as several
different spotted hyaena
sightings (bottom left).


