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Remember to ‘Like’ the Askari Facebook page to receive daily sightings and project updates  
to your news feed http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme

The “Banging Bird Nerds” were still with us for the first week of March.
“The CHB’s” then joined us for the remainder of the month. Volunteers
were from France, Belgium, Canada, England and Portugal.

ASKARI WILDERNESS

CONSERVATION PROGRAMME

Coming up………….
• Rain and more rain
• Vet call out
• Early morning patrol
• A Kruger trip to 

remember

Rain and more rain…
Our summer rains arrived on
time this season, with 282mm
of rain recorded from October
through to January. It was a
pleasant surprise to also catch
the Selati River starting to flow
for the first time in almost nine
months (see adjacent photo) at
the beginning of February.
However, little did we know
what was in store for us for the
rest of the month…Askari team watching the Selati River Flow

http://www.askariwcp.com/
http://www.facebook.com/Askari.Wilderness.Conservation.Programme
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On the 8th February the South African Weather Service issued a warning to our
area for possible heavy rainfall over the next few days. From the 9th to the 11th

February we received a good bout of rain, which was welcomed after a drier
than usual January. However, things took a steady turn on the 12th with some
intense rainfall for three solid days. The entire reserve was basically put on
pause, as the rivers came down in flood and almost all roads were inaccessible.

Many of our fence lines which crossed the various rivers were also washed
away or damaged, which was a big concern considering some of the animals
that can be found on PIDWA.

Rain and more rain continued…
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The team was forced to spend a lot more
time near the Askari House as it was too
risky to venture far onto the reserve. All in
all, we recorded 311mm of rain in seven
days and a total of 396.8mm for the
month of February. This is exceptionally
high, considering our annual rainfall is
usually only +-500mm per year.

Selati Crossing
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During the month one of our staff members noted one of our female buffalo’s
had a nasty, infected wound on her rump, possibly caused by the horn of
another buffalo. This can sometimes happen when a younger calf tries to get
access to her milk or when a male wants to mate with her. It was decided that
veterinary intervention would be required and Dr Pete Rogers was called out to
the reserve. The Askari team was fortunate enough to assist with the
procedure. She was first separated from the main herd and then darted by Dr
Rogers.

Vet call out
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Once under anaesthetic the wound was
cleaned, treated and stitched up. She also
received antibiotics and anti-parasite drugs.
The wound was also covered with a a special
‘tar’ to keep flies and maggots away.

The female was closely watched after her
intervention and she has recovered nicely,
with the wound showing signs of healing
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Enjoy wildlife video action on the Askari YouTube channel. To join us in the sightings 
simply follow https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyeKDXct829Xn-1Dp80Aklw

Each month the Askari team
undertakes a night drive to record
any specialist nocturnal animals that
would ordinarily not be seen during
the day. The drives are also done as
a deterrent for any potential
poachers that might be in the area,
as they would see the lights and
torches from the vehicle patrolling
the reserve.

Early morning Patrol
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We have now also introduced a second
night drive each month, but with a slight
difference. The second drive will depart
the Askari house at 3am, as opposed to
just before sunset. This again providing
extra patrols on the reserve when few
people are out and about. We also have
an excellent chance of seeing specialist
night time animals.

The first early morning patrol was a great
success with excellent sightings of civet,
side striped jackal, serval and loads of
nightjars. The team also enjoyed an
amazing sunrise coffee stop looking over
the reserve.

Civet
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Our monthly trip to the Kruger National Park was one we won't forget for a long
time. The day started out with the team bumping into a herd of elephants and
then not one, but three male lions sleeping a mere five meters from the road.
After the mid-morning elephant lecture at Letaba Rest Camp, the team headed
north and soon had more excellent sightings of elephants, kudu, zebra, giraffe,
buffalo and many birds. Just before lunch we were alerted to a possible leopard
sighting near Mopani Rest Camp. To our delight, we located the large male
leopard sitting below a tree where his kill from the previous day was hanging.

After Lunch the team headed back
to the male leopard sighting and
we were again offered fantastic
visuals. We then headed south
slowly back to the Phalaborwa exit
gate. To our surprise we bumped
into another leopard, this time a
female. We also continued to see
many more antelope species and
notched up an impressive 92 bird
species for the day.

A Kruger trip to remember
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